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Heartlands
 Discover more in the heart of north hollanD

Ontdek meer  
strandleven 
Dansen, sjansen en zonneschijn

Ontdek meer 
op de fiets
vol op de pedalen  
de polder in

  Ontdek nog meer:     
           Eindeloos shoppen, lekker eten,  
          cultuur snuiven, bijzonder slapen...

€ 2.50
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Discover more  
beach life 
Dancing, flirting, sunshine

Discover more 
by bicycle
Full speed ahead  
into the polder

  Discover even more:     
               Endlesss shopping, good food, 
          special accommodation...
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Fort resort: the newest wellness experience
Fort Resort Beemster is home to one of the most luxurious wellness 

resorts in the Netherlands. In the characteristic atmosphere of the fort 
you experience wellness like never before. Lean back and enjoy all there 

is in the area of wellness, gastronomy, and hospitality. 

The Fort is not only a wellness resort, it also has hotel accommodation 
and two restaurants, the wellness restaurant and the Poterne restaurant. 

In the Poterne restaurant you are welcome for lunch and dinner.  
Whatever you came for, you will lack nothing. Enjoy this entire top 

class, stylish and extraordinary location
.
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Because our country 
lacks mountains, MTBers 
have to make do with 
hills. But we have dunes 
where they can boost 
their endorphin levels.  
Especially the dunes at 
Schoorl offer a solution.  
Some of them are high 
(up to 54 meters!). 
What’s more, they are 
very wide (up to 5 
kilometres!). But above 

all, they are beautiful. So beautiful that the ANWB members pronounced the Schoorlse 
mountain bike route the most beautiful in the Netherlands. The route is 16.3 kilometres 
long and even seasoned MTBers see is as ‘tough going’.
Get your maps at VVV in Bergen or at the visitor’s centre De Schoorlse Duinen. You can 
also order them via www.vvvwebshop.nl or www.mtbroutes.nl

The city and village walks of the VVV Heart of North Holland are extremely popular. And not 
without reason, because if you go on one of these walks,  you can get the best information while 
you stroll. There’s a booklet to accompany every walk and you can read exactly how you should 
walk and what you can see or rather what you can’t see any more. In Alkmaar, get to know Trijn 
Rembrands,  Alkmaar’s very own Kenau who fought side by side with the men against the Spanish 
during the Siege of Alkmaar (1573). In Egmond, read about the old colonial dwellings with their 
remarkable construction on the south side where  previously ‘pale faces’ came to build their 
strength. In Hoorn the legendary Platte Thijs stimulates the imagination. This Robin Hood of the 
Low Countries lost his nose in a fight with the bailiffs, just before he was locked up.  In the West-
fries Museum he has been immortalised on a plaque. Curious? The books are available from all VVV 
offices in North Holland from € 2.50. 
www.vvvwebshop.nl

City and village walks 

Hearts
Heart of North Holland VVV Heart of North Holland 

is happy to present itself 
through this fun magazine, 
but we also stand our 
ground in the digital world.  
We tweet and like quite a 
lot! But we also give special 
offers via Facebook and 
Twitter.  We also use them 
to keep you informed of all 
the latest developments in 
our field. It’s as topical as 
you can get. So go on: like 
and follow us! 

Tweeeet…

At the mixed sauna at Thermen Heiloo, 
green is the important colour. This 
wellness isn’t only situated in a green 
area, it only uses green energy.  And 
that means savings, because a sauna 
is not particularly economical in use. 
Natural resources like wind, sun water 
power and bio fermentation provide 
the power here without polluting the 
environment. Isn’t that great?  

www.thermenheiloo.nl

Sustainable sauna
VVV Heart of North 
Holland recently 
implemented a brand 
new and modern cam-
paign: Discover more…   
Via social media 
channels the locals keep 
visitors up to date on all 
sorts of activities, unusual 
attractions or information in 
their field. For keen trackers 
new geocaches have been 
set out.

Discover 
more… 

la belle Hollandaise 
None other than Pablo Picasso 
stayed a couple of weeks in 
Schoorldam in the summer 
of 1905, and in the house of 
postman Jan de Geus. And 
although most artists would let 
themselves be inspired by  the 
beautiful surroundings, woma-
nizer Picasso has more of an eye 
for the postman’s daughter. She 
was probably the model for his 
painting ‘La belle Hollandaise’. 
Let’s hope her father didn’t know 
since all she is wearing in the 
picture is a cap. 

Dune biking

Heritage afloat
On the Oostereiland near Hoorn 
harbour,  the Centrum Varend 
Erfgoed (Heritage Afloat) opened 
its doors in June. A small visitor’s 
centre where those who are 
interested can find everything 
about maritime history.  A logical 
place since the Oostereiland was 
constructed four centuries ago in 
open sea and was for a long time 
home to the famous VOC shipping 
companies. 
www.sveh.nl It’s June 21, 1955 and artist 

Dick Bruna invents a bedtime 
story for his oldest son during a 
holiday in Egmond aan Zee. It’s 
about a white rabbit that they 
had seen together that day. He 
called her Nijntje and even drew 
a picture of her in the sand. The 
rest is history: Nijntje grew into a 
world star. Egmond honours ‘her’ 
rabbit with initiatives like Nijntje 
square, a Nijntje boat and the 
‘Nijntje-find-your-mother-posts’ 
on the beach.

K’nijn 
Nijn
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An absolute must for beer 
lovers is the Na-
tional beer museum De 
Boom. Everything you 
want to know about beer 
can be found here: the 
raw materials,  the pro-
duction process, fermen-
tation, lagering, bottling 
and transport.  Both past 
and present. A fascinating 
experience that wouldn’t 
be complete without a 
beer in the Tasting Room 
under the museum. 

www.biermuseum.nl

Rain can threaten to wash out many a 
holiday. But if there’s an indoor shopping 
mall in the neighbourhood, then it often 
blows over. Nothing quite like a day of 
pampering yourself. And there’s plenty 
of opportunity to do that in shopping 
centre Middenwaard in Heerhugowaard: 
40,000 square meters and over 150 
shops of every kind. Everyone can 
shop here to their heart’s content: or 

have a bite to eat at one of the twelve 
restaurants or even have a drink on a 
(covered) patio.  And if you’re not in the 
mood for a visit,  then catch a film at the 
indoor cinema or take in a theatre show. 
Or go bowling. 

late night opening: Friday
Sunday shopping, last one of the month. 
www.middenwaard.nl

Beer? 

Behind bars 
It’s not often being locked up is so enjoyable! The old 
prison, De Krententuin on the Oostereiland in Hoorn 
where in times gone by criminals were put behind 
bars,  has been converted into a bustling, multi-func-
tional centre. Sleep in one of the so-called cell rooms 
or in an upstairs room with breath-taking view of the 
IJsselmeer. And you don’t have to survive on bread and 
water because the Brasserie in the old offices has an 
extensive menu.  Enjoy some good food and watch the 
occasional ship pass by, you could do worse. Would 
you like to watch a thrilling film, then just take a seat at 
the in-house cinema. Whoever opts for a ‘life sentence’ 
can use the wedding venue. catch a breath of fresh air 
at the neighbouring historical centre full of shops and 
cafes. Do some time?   
www.oostereiland.nl

In your 
pocket
With the VVV Heart of North 
Holland mobile website you 
can quickly find all the tourist 
information about our region 
on your smart phone or 
tablet. In an instant you can 
pull all the points of interest, 
trivia and accommodations 
out of your pocket. And with 
the push of a button you can 
share your discoveries on 
Twitter, Facebook and YouTu-
be.  Isn’t that handy!  
www.vvvhartvannoord-
holland.nl   

Horse riding 
At Groot Stables you can horse ride 
with a guide over the dunes and the 
beach. The stables is on the edge 
of the dunes in Egmond aan den 
Hoef and as swell as offering great 
outdoor rides also has wagon trails 
and pony rides. 

www.manegegroot.nl

Indoor shopping 
Lourdes by the sea
Although Heiloo isn’t exactly Lourdes, it 
still attracts  tens of thousands of pilgrims 
every year  who come here to honour Our 
Lady of Need. But even if you are not a 
pilgrim this six hectare place of pilgrimage 
is more than worthwhile. The place offers 
comfort, peace, reflection and perhaps even 
inspiration. In any case, it is beautiful and 
quiet. 
www.onzelievevrouwternood.nl

                Father Abraham
In the seventies, Pierre Kartner had a huge hit as Father 
Abraham with ‘Het kleine café aan de haven’ (Little cafe 
on the harbour). Anyone who has ever wondered where 
the people are so ‘happy and contented’  should take 
a look in ’t Schippershuis pub on the Veermanskade in 
Hoorn. Kartner wrote his song in the pub and they are 
still proud of that.  
www.schippershuishoorn.nl

Hearts
Heart of North Holland 
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Local Heroes

Where
“I have lived in Zuidwijk since 2002. Newly 
built on the waterfront, but playfully laid out 
in small islands. My studio is located in the 
ArtFarm, an artists’ complex just outside of 
town on the Rustenburgerstraat. I am right 
in the middle of the polder in an old cow 
barn overlooking the windmills of Ursem. 
Gorgeous!” 

Why
“I was born and raised here. And I found 
love nearby. I just never thought about 
moving house. Now I have a child and that 
doesn’t make moving any simpler.” 

Praise
“It´s so friendly here, both the people and 
the landscape. There’s so much  greenery 
and chirping birds, but always in combina-
tion with something manmade, artificial.  
I find that mix fascinating... Zuidwijk was 
built from scratch ten years ago. I was one  
of the first inhabitants. For years I was 
witness to the wrestling match between  
man and nature. You can see influences of 
that in my work.” 

Secret tip
“The City of the Sun offers everything:  
historical farmhouses and modern architec-
ture in combination with nature. Well worth 
a visit!

www.artfarm.nl 
www.bonnieseverien.nl

it’s so friendly 
here, both the 
people and the 
landscape

Artist Bonnie Séverien (34) has 
always lived in Heerhugowaard. 
Yes, even when she was studying 
at the Art Academy in Amster-
dam and later The Hague, she 
took the train back and forth.  

Local Heroes

It is not easy to sum up the Heart of North Holland in a couple of words. Yes, the wind blows there often and 
strongly. There are dunes, polders and peat marshes. And, there is water, lots of water. But from coast to coast, 
from the dunes to West Friesland this is an area of great contrasts. Dynamic urban areas border on unspoiled 
picturesque villages. Far reaching vistas where high domed skies over a low horizon are interspersed with 
dense forests. Empty, severely structured reclaimed lands lie right next to jagged peat lands full of chirping 
birds. No, whoever is looking for consistency has no business here. But whoever loves this cavalcade of  
landscapes, villages and cities will undoubtedly return. Again and again ….  

From coast to coast
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Water
There are very few places where you will find 
as many names for water as in this part of the 
Netherlands. We will mention just a couple: lake, 
ditch, channel, hole, pool, dyke, break, and so 
on.  Water plays an important role in the Heart 
of North Holland. Not just where it is hemmed 
in between the North Sea and the Ijsselmeer 
(formerly Zuiderzee), but inland, water also de-
termines the landscape to a large extent. The 
inhabitants of this area don’t know anything 
else. They have grown up with it. With the be-
aches and lakes, streams and floodplains. A life 
without it is unimaginable…
There are very few places where you will find 
as many names for water as in this part of the 
Netherlands. We will mention just a couple: lake, 
ditch, channel, hole, pool, dyke, break, and so 
on.  Water plays an important role in the Heart 
of North Holland. Not just where it is hemmed in between the 
North Sea and the Ijsselmeer (formerly Zuiderzee), but inland, 
water also determines the landscape to a large extent. The 
inhabitants of this area don’t know anything else. They have 
grown up with it. With the beaches and lakes, streams and 
floodplains. A life without it is unimaginable… 
For centuries, a battle has raged here. The fight against a 
grasping monster that constantly makes a claim on the land. 
Gradually, man has learned to tame that monster. The many 
dykes, sluices, canals and dams visible all over the landscape, 
are proof of that, and the most fantastic feat of all is the 

West-Frisian circular Dyke. The largest sacrifice that the sea 
has made is the reclamation of several inland seas. Since the 
16th century, various polders emerged in this way, the most 
notable being the Schermer and the Beemster and a couple 
of centuries later, the IJsselmeer. Sharp, right-angled lowlands, 
where, with a little imagination you can still see reminders of 
the vast sea. Especially when the freshly churned thick clay 
shines ‘rippling’ in the sun and screeching gulls hover over the 
land in search of prey. These polders, with their inextricable 
ring canals and windmills are still just as they were a couple 
of centuries ago. Only on the horizon, the modern cities such 

as Alkmaar and 
Heerhugowaard have 
made their entrance. 

Cabin boys of 
Bontekoe
Apart from a lot of 
inconvenience, the 
sea also brought a 
lot of wealth. coastal places developed early on into thriving 
commercial centres. In the 16th century, ships sailed from De 
Rijp to Greenland, in search of whales. Herring fishery also 
made a hefty contribution. 
From Hoorn cabin boys set sail Eastwards. In the 17th century, 
the Dutch East India company had its offices here, evident 
from the still present, elaborately decorated houses and 
buildings. Ships laden with gold and silver sailed from here and 

came back carrying cof-
fee, tea and spices. You 
can imagine what a com-
motion that was. close 
your eyes in the present 
day Hoorn marina, near 
the Head tower and hear 
the sails flapping, smell 
the aroma of cinnamon 
and cloves. Somewhere 
in the distance, you can 
hear the voices of the 

cabin boys of the Bontekoe. Here, history is still close by.
.
Peat Marshes
Let’s delve a little deeper in history – about 5000 years ago 
– then we encounter the Heart of North Holland as a vast 
wadden sea area. In deeper layers the ground here is still salty. 
This wadden landscape changes where rows of dunes occur 
along the shoreline, curbing the direct influence of the >> 

Down the ages water has determined  
the landscape to a large 

                         extent here
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sea. Very early on, people settled on those dunes – known as 
geests or beach ridges. 
Places like Heemskerk, Uitgeest, Limmen, Akersloot and 
Bakkum emerged at that time. The area behind the dunes 
changes into a type of marsh where the remains of reed and 
trees become thick layers of plant material that eventually 
turn into peat. Around the year 1000, the farmers began to 
dig up this peat, and down the ages the land sank more and 
more. So much that the bog has now become too wet. cows 
do still graze there sometimes in spring. But nowadays peat 
marshes are mainly the territory of birds. Extraordinary birds of 
worldwide importance

De Duinen
On the North Sea coast, place names like Wijk aan Zee, 
castricum, Egmond, Bergen and Schoorl remind us of nostalgic 
days at the seaside. Buckets and spades and fancy sandcast-
les: in summer these are still the seaside scenes. Whoever 
comes here off-season discovers grand, impressive dunes 

that stretch for many kilometres of unspoilt wilderness. In the 
17th century – if there were no tourists – these dunes were 
really only interesting for hunting. Rich noblemen built vast 
estates with lavish castles. Proof of these are castle Marqette 
in Heemskerk and the Nijenburg estate in Heiloo. And if you’re 
wondering what all the deciduous trees are doing in the sand: 
they are left over from the parks of those same noblemen. 
The same is not true for the woods at Schoorl and Bergen 
however. Those were created by the Forestry commission that, 
around 1900, planted conifers on the broad dunes to curb the 
erosion of the sand. The thick, slightly mystical forest that lies 

so uniquely sandwiched between the villa-
ges and beach has proven itself to be a true 
friend and haven for artists and romantics. 
At the start of the 20th century Bergen 
even became an artists’ colony and the 
group calling itself the Bergen School was 
an international hit. But guys like charley 
Toorop, Adriaan Roland Holst and Luce-
bert also found inspiration in this beautiful 
coastal town.   

Tourism
All the different developments throughout 
history left their mark on this area that 
we nowadays enjoy so intensely. An area 

that passionately offers so much that everyone can find what 
they’re looking for here. Whether you want to sniff some culture 
or immerse yourself in history. Or if you simply want to lie on 
the beach all day: it’s all possible. From the cheese market in 
Alkmaar to a steam train ride to visit traditional Ijsselmeer towns 
where, since the construction of the Dam (1932), fishing only 
has a tourist function. Or pedalling through the polder or maybe 
quietly sailing through closed waters in a whisper boat. Or bird 
watching, water sports, hanging out at the beach, eating out, vi-
siting a museum or shopping till you drop: you can do it all here. 
come take a look... <<

Take a sip
In the stretch of dunes between Bergen aan 
Zee and Castricum aan Zee much of our 
drinking water is extracted and purified. 
Anyone who wants to see how that process 
works, should visit the Visitor’s Centre De 
Hoep in Castricum. It has a permanent 
exhibition about drinking water. 
Visitor’s centre De Hoep / Johannisweg, 
castricum / 0251-661066 / www.pwn.nl/
PuurNatuur/Bezoekerscentra/DeHoep

More History!
Over time, a lot of ground has been ploughed 
in North Holland. Also, due to the drop in 
land level by drainage and digging up peat, 
many treasures have been found her over 
the years. For a long time, these historically 
valuable objects were not on public view. 
High time to provide a good place where 
everyone can enjoy them. To that end, the 
construction of the so-called Archaeological 
Information Centre (AIC) in Castricum is 
commencing in the summer of 2013. Soon, 
thousands of archaeological collections and 
finds from 100,000 years old (ping!) up to 
World War II will be exhibited there.
Attention will be given to all periods, from 
prehistoric times, the Middle Ages or the 
Golden Age. The AIC will rise up right 
behind the station at Castricum and will be 
invaluable as an educational centre 
AIc, Zanderij, castricum 

cheese tasting, silent sailing, 
        birdwatching, 
        water sports, 
        lie on the beach: 
        you can do it all 
        here      
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Alkmaar is one of the best shopping cities in the Netherlands. Not just because of the number and variety 
of the shops but because here shopping goes hand in hand with culture and a pleasant atmosphere.  
Especially in ‘d’Oude Stad’ (the old city), the picturesque vistas and beautiful old buildings provide a  
stylish backdrop for the nicest shops and boutiques. In addition, all year round, the Alkmaarders organize 
all manner of things to do, so there’s always that extra buzz in this, already lively city. At the back of this 
magazine you’ll find a map of Alkmaar.

The Ritsevoort
We begin our voyage of discovery at the windmill on the 
Ritsevoort (parking in the Singel garage). If you want to start 
the day with a relaxing cup of coffee then drop into Abby’s (no. 
60) or a little further at Doppio (no. 26) for a good espresso. 
The Ritsevoort also offers a range of shops, ranging from Aan 
Tafel for beautiful dinnerware, vases and accessories from 
Villeroy&Boch (no. 7) to nice, trendy jewelry from names such 
as  Zinzi and MY iMenso at BGlamorous (no. 10). At the World 
charity Store at number 5 you can buy environmentally friend-
ly gifts and (honest) tasty delicacies from other cultures.

The Koorstraat
Walk a little further in the direction of the church of St 

Laurens and you’ll notice that the Ritsevoort extends into the 
Koorstraat. There, at  Bagels&Beans (n0. 29) you can buy an 
American bagel. You can also eat it right there. And wash it 
down with a freshly made juice. Those who like to make jewelry 
themselves, have been buying their beads and other supplies 
from curly Beads (no. 16) for years. And vintage fashionistas 
are delighted with Mini Prix Vintage (no. 13a), where you can 
score really good hand-me-downs at a reasonable price. 

The Langestraat
If you’re shopping for fashion take a right at the Grote Kerk 
(Main church) onto the Langestraat. Apart from the beautiful, 
historic city hall that dominates the entrance to the street, 
there are numerous fashion chain stores here: H&M, WE,  >>

Do Alkmaar

DIscover more … ALKMAAR

The North Holland Gouda with the Red Seal is a purebred cheese. Because, besides its quality seal  
of approval, it now it also carries the more impressive Weidemelk-logo (meadow milk stamp). And just 
recently it was crowned with a Superior Taste Award 2013. It is also an irresistibly tasty cheese. But 
that just happen automatically. Certain things are needed for that…

Originally the tastiest

THE SOIl
The story of the Premium Gouda starts with the soil, the North 
Holland Polder soil. On that old, slightly salty clay soil, the tenderest, 
most nourishing grass grows.  Ideal food for the North Holland cows. 

THE COW
Incidentally, those cows also make a hefty contribution to the quality 
of the Premium Gouda. Since they only eat highly nutritious grass, 
these sturdy women only produce top quality milk. Meadow milk that 
ensures that the cheese is naturally thicker and creamier. The ideal, 
natural basis for a delicious, creamy, full flavoured cheese.

THE FARmER
The farmer is the one who makes sure the cows are out in the 
meadow. North Holland farmers are known as particularly cow- 
friendly and they like to let their animals graze to their heart’s 
content.

THE PROCEDuRE
Last but not least the production contributes to the quality. And that 
has not changed in centuries. The cheeses are aged authentically and 
according to a unique recipe: on wooden shelves, in complete quiet and 
under the watchful eye of the North Holland cheese masters. Craftsmen 
par excellence..

PASSION AND CRAFTSmANSHIP
The origin and preparation of North Holland Gouda is so special that this 
cheese has been worldwide declared an officially protected regional pro-
duct. This protected regional product can be recognized by the Red Seal.

SuPERIOR TASTE AWARD 2013
North Holland Gouda cheese with a young riping was awarded three 
stars at the  Superior Taste Award 2013. An award from the Interna-
tional Taste&Quality Institute (iTQi), an independent organization of 
chefs and sommeliers, situated in Brussels. iTQi assesses, rewards and 
promotes food and drink around the world.
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Zara, Steps. You name it, the Langestraat has it! For more 
unusual designs, pop into a side alley. In the first alley on the 
left (Hoogstraat) shoe shop, 786 Fridge with shoes from  Isabel 
Marant, Kenzo en Viktor&Rolf to name but a few,  is tucked 
away. Across from the shoe shop there’s the bag shop with 
collections from similar designer labels. It would be a shame to 
miss it!

The Gedempte Nieuwesloot
Those who love to cook should walk past the Grote Kerk onto 
the Gedempte Nieuwesloot, to cookery Walhalla, Mulder (no. 
56). Here, you find literally everything a person could wish for 
in the kitchen. Varying from purely practical appliances to 
stunning design. 
Both the Langestraat and the Gedempte Nieuwesloot end 
at the d’Oude Stad. On the Mient, the Houttil and the Waag-
plein old buildings are home to nice, authentic boutiques. For 
example, visit Yaya (no. 25) or Zanzz (no. 13) on the Mient for 
trendy brand names such as Moscow and Tramontana. And at 
the Danish Saint Tropez (no. 27) they sell sophisticated fashion 
at an affordable price. Riviera Maison at number 23 is big in 
interiors where city and country living merge. 

The Houttil
In the Houttil the men are in their element at Stijl (no. 17) with 
high end brands such as  Lacoste, Armani, Diesel and Filipa K.  
Style also excels in tailored handmade jeans from Jacob 
cohèn. At number 25 you find Soraya’s, a branch of the 
modest chain with trendy footwear from Scholl, Ugg and Unisa 
to name but a few. Buy delicious coffee and tea at  Simon 
Lévelt (no. 44) and while you’re there, take a moment to admire 
their beautiful art-deco premises! 

D’Oude Stad
Then, on the other side of the Waagplein we nip into d’Oude 
Stad with its narrow alleys. Walking here, is like being in a time 
warp. The main alley is the Fnidsen. Here you’ll find shops ran-
ging from fun fashion boutiques (Elf at no. 76) to interior para-
dises (Twin Arts Wonen at no. 89). Addresses not to be missed 
there are the Kunsthuis (no 97) for affordable art and art for 
rent, Blue Healing (no. 91) where so-called Garrarufa fish nibble 
your feet clean and Hollandse Pot (no. 54) for cheese, bread 
and meat and countless other traditional Dutch products. 
Furthermore, at the beginning of 2013, Foufke Hartog opened 
a branch of Edelyn on the corner of the Appelsteeg. Foufke 

is goldsmith and makes jewelry that is right at home in the 
historic ambiance of the Fnidsen. 

Hekelstraat
And if that’s not enough, we nip onto the Hekelstraat to admi-
re the new collections from La Fée Maraboutée and Geisha at 
Mix. And if you’re on the look- out for a bargain for your 
kitchen, then wander through the dinnerware at Birekoven 
(no. 9). Once a household name when it comes to china, but 
the owner has retired and the store is being cleared out. 

Then it’s time to treat the inner person. At Samen in de Keuken 
(Hekelstraat 18) you can order a bite to eat from the modest, 
yet fresh daily menu. And it’s also filled to the brim with the 
nicest culinary gifts and you can also attend a workshop. If the 

IcE cREAM PARLOUR DE MIENT 
Ice cream parlour De mient is a family run business that 
has been around since 1972. Once established by father 
Jaap and daughters Agnes and Elly and now run by Gery. 
Together with her husband, children, family and a reliable 
team they continue the tradition. Ice cream parlour De 
mient has a gorgeous terrace. And if you come by boat, 
just ring the ice bell. You can also order an ‘ice cream 
sandwich’: warm brioche with two scoops. Delicious! 
There’s also mint tea and carrot cake.
Ice cream parlour De mient / mient 20, 072-5125959 / 
www.ijssalondemient.nl

MULDER’S cOOKERY SHOP 
mulder’s cookery shop is a Walhalla for the hobby chef, 
but also for professional chefs. Everyone who likes to 
cook, bake and grill, can indulge themselves here from 
the wide range of top quality kitchen items. The staff are 
honest and knowledgeable. With their experience and 
know-how they make a real contribution to the cookery 
pleasure of their customers. 
mulder’s cookery shop/ Gedempte Nieuwesloot 56-62, 
Alkmaar / 072-5154956 / www.mulderskookwinkel.nl

DIscover more … ALKMAAR

And while you’re admiring all the shop fronts, look up. You’ll often see 
beautiful old gable stones or beautiful art works that betray the original 
purpose of the building.  

weather is fine you can pop into one of the numerous sidewalk 
cafes.  It’ll take some doing to get you to leave. 

Other worthwhile addresses:
•   cupcake & co (everything for DIY) / Huigbrouwerstraat 24
•    Boom (clogs and traditional Dutch household items)  

Huigbrouwerstraat 3 
•   Theo Groothuizen (specialty art supplies store)    

Verdronkenoord 121  
•  cheese shop Tromp / Magdalenenstraat 11
•   Kaan’s cheese Store / Koorstraat 11
•   Marc Lange Jewelry / Mient 12
•   Bodystyle (leg and body fashion) / Boterstraat 14
•   Norgsport (skates and roller blades) / Dijk 15
•   The Whisky Specialist / Dijk 25  <<
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DIscover more… SAND, SEA AND SUNSHINE

A day 
at the beach

schoorl 
This beach is only accessible 
through a – really beautiful – 
trail through the highest and 
widest dunes in the Nether-
lands. Schoorl has only one 
beach pavilion: Post 29. The 
atmosphere is nostalgically 
old-fashioned.
www.paal29.nl

hargen aan Zee anD 
camperDuIn 
Here too you come across 
very Dutch beach scenes, 
but in the summer it’s 
perhaps not as quiet since 
you can park here. Hargen 
has one pavilion: Hargen aan 

 

Believe it or not, 

but not everyone wants 

to bake in the sun. Fortunately, 

on the Dutch coast  there’s often 

a pleasant breeze blowing, which 

makes a lot of sports activities 

possible. And people take 

advantage of that.

one of the quietest banks of 
the Uigeestermeer. Because 
of the low water level it is 
ideal for the smallest children. 
You can buy an ice cream at 
the snack cart.  
www.alkmaarder-enuitgeester-
meer.nl

De vooroever 
This new recreational and na-
ture area is situated between 
Medemblik and Andijk. The 
rule here is: the more norther-
ly, the quieter. Beautiful view 
over the IJsselmeer with the 
contours of Friesland on the 
horizon.  

Dorregeest 
Small beach on the Uitgees-
termeer just below Akersloot 
where you can sport ent-
husiastically all year round.  
Sailing surfing, water and jet 
skiing: it’s all possible.  Get a 
bite to eat at the snack cart. 
www.alkmaarder-enuitgeester-
meer.nl

WIjk aan Zee
Wijk aan Zee has great wa-
ves for several heroic water 
sports. Kiting,  skyting, speed 
gliding or surfing: you can do 
all of that here. 

schellInkhout
One of the most beautiful 
surf spots in the Nether-
lands on the IJsselmeer. 

The Heart of North 

Holland has a large number 

of quiet beaches. Places where the 

buzzing summer peace and quiet is not 

disturbed by roaring jet skis or cackling 

children’s voices. And where you don’t have 

to fight for a spot to sunbathe. A number 

of these beaches can only be reached by 

bicycle, but the true peace fetishist 

won’t object to that.  

And because of the shallow 
water it’s ideal for learning to 
surf. The nearby restaurant 
De Midget offers surfing 
lessons and board hire. And 
at De Midget’s yellow ‘shack’ 
you can score a drink and a 
snack. 
www.demidget.nl

schoorl
Want to learn to surf, canoe 
or undertake some other 
tough activity in a group? 
Then check out De Jongens 
from Schoorl. In Schoorl, you 
can also go on an adven-
turous beach horse ride 
from the Dune Stables Van 
Poelenburgh  
www.dejongensuitschoorl.nl
www.poelenburgh.nl

Quiet 
Beaches

Doe-
Stranden

Zee (www.hargenaanzee.nl). 
camperduin has two: Luctor 
et Emergo (www.luctorete-
mergo.info) and Struin (www.
struin.nu)..
www.hargenaanzee.nl
www.luctoretemergo.info
www.struin.nu

egmonD-BInnen 
A wide and peaceful beach 
only accessible by bike from 
the neighbouring village of 
Egmond Binnen. You can pick 
up your supplies at Zilver-
zand Pavilion,

ZWaansmeer 
EA man made beach along 

Feel like lying in the 
sun for a day without too much 

noise? Or are you more in the mood for 
some activity? Or maybe you’re looking for a 

patch of shallow water to paddle with your child… 
It doesn’t matter, it’s all possible in the Heart of 

North Holland. This area is of course flanked on two 
sides by water: the North Sea and the IJsselmeer.  
In addition, it has several inland waters, such as  
the Alkmaardermeer and Uitgeestermeer. You  

can find a beach at all of those wetlands. 
Something to suit all tastes.  
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OPEN ALMOST ALL 
YEAR ROUND
Feel like an afternoon gazing out 
over the water? At Dune Pavilion 
Schoos in Wijk aan Zee there’s 
a tremendous view over the pier 
right to Egmond aan Zee. Schoos 
is on the border of dune and 
beach and is open almost all year 
round (from march to November). 
So even after a heady autumn 
stroll you can warm up here and 
enjoy good food. 
The terrace is spacious and child-
proof. But due to the elevated 
position you can enjoy your drink 
here and keep an eye on the 
toddlers romping on the beach at 
the same time. Perfect! 
Duinpaviljoen Schoos / Zeepad 4, 
Wijk aan Zee / 0251 374379 / 
www.schoos.nl 

s

s

Lazy lounge tunes, 

a cocktail at arm’s reach and 

watching the beautiful people: 

yes, even the trendy crowd is catered 

for in the North Holland beaches. 

These hipsters can visit stylish beach 

bars where prosecco corks are 

popped early in the day.

Bergen aan Zee
Ibiza on the North Sea with 
trendy pavilions like Zuid and 
De Jongens  The programme: 
lavish lunch, a siesta and 
then watch sun go down with 
a drink in your hand.
www.strandpaviljoenzuid.nl
www.dejongensbergenaanzee.nl

WIjk aan Zee 
Because of its high waves, 
this beach is enormously 

popular with sporting dudes. 
Kiters, skyters, speed gliders 
and surfers attract a cool 
crowd that hangs out at 
Timboektoe, Aloha Beach 
or Stadler&Waldorf. In the 
summer, deejays play until 
the early hours.  
www.timboektoe.org
www.alohabeach.nl
www.statler-waldorf.nl 

castrIcum
Due to the nearby camping 
Bakkum tout hip Amsterdam 
puts up their tents in summer, 
you bump into a lot of trendy 
people on this typically Dutch 
beach. Take a look in peach 
pavilion Bad Noord, Deining  
and Jaffa.  
www.deiningcastricum.nl
www.jaffacastricum.nl
www.badnoord.nl

Trendy beaches

Familiestranden
castrIcum aan Zee 
All the ingredients for a 
perfect day on the beach are 
here. A quiet beach, the best 
terraces and a lovely village 
just around the corner for 
the necessary shopping. The 
whole family is happy! cas-
tricum is the ideal secret tip. 
Popular beach pavilions are 
Zeezicht and Zoomers.  

www.strandpaviljoenzeezicht.nl
www.zoomers.nu

WIjk aan Zee
Wijk aan Zee is actually a 
beach for everyone. Here 
you can laze, sport and build 
sandcastles. In the summer 
you see a lot of families here. 
You can take the whole family 
to beach pavilions De Kust 

and Dune Pavilion Schoos 
any time, day or evening. 
www.spdekust.nl
www.schoos.nl

egmonD aan Zee 
The ideal family beach. In the 
summer it gets pretty busy. 
In the old fisherman’s village 
right behind the dunes you 
will find a pleasant town 

centre with a street fair every 
Wednesday.  The beach pavili-
ons De Tropen  and De Uitkijk 
are worth a visit. And if you 
get bored, then let off steam 
on the stairs of the Jan van 
Speijk lighthouse,.
www.detropen.info
www.strandpaviljoendeuitkijk.nl

enkhuIZer ZanD
IThis pleasant family beach on 
the IJsselmeer is just north 
of Enkhuizen. Lately, you can 
chill out on the Kooizandweg 
at beach pavilion Enkhuizen.

ursemmerplas 
This recreational area near 
Ursem is ideal for families 
with small children. Swimming, 

GORGEOUS
The beach, the place where 
land and sea meet, should be a 
gorgeous place. For the owners 
of De KuSt this one liner from 
the idealistic wild poster, loesje 
, was once the inspiration for 
creating a special meeting place 
on the beach.  Distinctive fur-
niture, genuine artwork on the 
walls and staff picked for their 
friendliness, are the charming 
basis for this traditional Dutch 
pavilion on the Noorderstrand. 
And you can enjoy top notch 
food there, too. Wedding 
receptions and parties 
and making friends and … 
and… and… 
De KUSt / Relweg-
strandopgang, Wijk aan 
Zee / 0251 375633 /  
www.spdekust.nl

s

Smell of herring 

blended with sunscreen, 

a parasol for shade and in your 

clothes the sand gently rubbed’. Gerard 

Cox waxed lyrical on the summer days 

in Holland in the seventies. And really, 

nothing has changed. Luckily. Nothing 

finer than spending a day on the 

beach all together.

DIscover more… SAND, SEA AND SUNSHINE
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Bergen anD schoorl
between posts 30 and 31

castrIcum aan Zee
between posts 47 and 48

WIjk aan Zee
Tbetween posts 49 and 5

NO NONSENSE 
Bad Noord on the beach at Castricum aan Zee is a be-
ach hangout in the true sense of the word: no nonsense, 
good atmosphere with good food at a reasonable price. 
The ideal place to stop after a long hike or a day of sun-
bathing. You don’t have to wipe your feet, because the 
beach just carries on inside.  At Bad Noord it’s always 
holiday time. So it’s understandable if you don’t want to 
go home in the evening. And luckily you don’t have to, 
because you can also sleep at Bad Noord. Five modern 
beach houses provide accommodation to parties of 
three or four. Enjoy breakfast with sand between your 
toes, sniffing the salty sea air and experience a beautiful 
sunset or sunrise… fantastic!  
Strandpaviljoen Bad Noord / castricum aan Zee / 0251- 
656244 / www.badnoord .nl / www.strandhuistehuur.nl

Family beaches

Nudist 
beaches

s

If you like tanning 

your butt too, then 

there are various nudist 

beaches along the North 

Sea coast. Keep an eye on 

the post numbers, and you’ll be 

fine. Unfortunately there are no 

facilities where you can sit at a terrace 

in the nude. So, bring your own 

sandwiches.

sports, fishing or just relaxing 
with a camping site in the 
vicinity. 
www.recreatieschapwestfries-
land.nl

schellInkhouterDIjk  
There are two Hoorn ‘city 
beaches’ here, the Hoornsche 
Hop and the Markermeer, on 
the outskirts of the Juliana 
park. In the summer you 
come across the youth at 
both the Schelpenstrand-
je and the Strand Zon en 
Vreugd, but mothers with 
children go there too,  to 
cool off. Toilet and kiosk are 
available   
www.hoorn.nl

geestmeramBacht  
At this large recreational lake, 
just north of Alkmaar, you 
will find various facilities to 
play in and around the water.  
The perfect place for families 
with children. Grab a table 
for lunch at the restaurant 
at DroomPark Molengroet or 
restaurant Paars . 
www.molengroet.nl
www.paarsetenendrinken.nl

Where
“On the ring dyke in Schermerhorn. Three old 
water mills are still standing next to each other 
here, just like in the past. In the seventeenth 
century that was where they pumped all the 
water out of the reclaimed land. I also live in 
a mill, just under a kilometre further up the 
ring dyke.”

Why
“Because of that interest in mills. I like how 
you have to depend on the weather with a 
mill.  No two days are the same here. Nor can 
you predict what type of visitor will come. It’s 
often all or nothing.” 

Praise 
“The knowledge that the polder landscape was 
completely privately funded is still fantastic 
to me. What an adventure to create land with 
those means… The landscape is just as it was a 
few centuries ago. Because it is used as produc-
tion land, it has never been built on.” 

Geheimtip
“If you walk on the ring dyke here, you can see 
the ‘old land’ (bog land ed.) with its playful, 
crooked ditches and chirping birds. If you turn 
your head the other way, it’s a completely 
different picture: cultivated, new land with 
perfectly straight, sharp production fields. I 
still find that extraordinary.” 

www.museummolen.nl

Local Heroes
It was when  Fred Oudejans (52) 
dashed through the polders as a kid 
that his fascination with windmills 
started. Now he has been managing 
the Mill Museum in Schemerhorn 
for 35 years. From April to Novem-
ber he explains to tout le monde 
how a polder mill functions. “Then 
I go into hiber-nation...’

The landscape is just as it was 
   a few centuries ago

DIscover more… SAND, SEA AND SUNSHINE
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DIscover more… HISTORY

Herring 
and Hemp trail

For a long time, herring and hemp were sources of 
income for the area where you are now cycling. Learn 

all about the battle against water, the rich maritime history 
and the reclamation of the surrounding inland seas 
Beemster and Schermer. A beautiful trail through 

a rich history.  

Leeghwater Land
This area, consisting of the Beemster, 
Schermer and Graft-De Rijp, is called 
after Jan Adriaanszoon Leeghwater. 
The man who converted water into 
land. In the 17th century, he reclaimed 
the Schermermeer and the Beemster-
meer. How this reclamation was carried 
out, can be seen in the Mill Museum in 
Schermerhorn.
www.museummolen.nl

The last skipper
The Walhuis on the Rechte-straat 
in De Rijp, was the home of the last 
skipper from the Rijp, Jan Boon. He 
died a wealthy man, but without chil-
dren. He left a fortune (over 300,000 
guilders) to the Municipality. Inside, 
the elaborately written letters, large 
bills and a substantial trade book 
can be seen.
www.landvanleeghwater.nl

Rijp renaissance 
The 17th century council House stands in the 
middle of De Rijp. Designed by Leeghwater, this 
renaissance style building is the epitome of the 
prosperity that prevailed in the area at that time. 
During the summer months (from Easter to October) 
you can just walk in and marvel at the splendour. 
www.raadhuisderijp.nl

City House of Amsterdam
Across from the 400 year old council 

House in De Rijp have a drink or meal at 
restaurant Oudejans. Visit bygone times 

in this ‘city House of Amsterdam  
www.restaurant-oudejans.nl

Grote Kerk
The Grote Kerk in Schermer-
horn is worth a visit. This Gothic 
style bastion is in the form of a 
basilica and is mainly famous 
for its late Gothic pointed arch, 
beautiful stained glass windows. 
They are in the Enesco Top 10 
stained glass windows in the 
Netherlands.
www.grotekerkschermerhorn.nl

Artistic Gifts
If you still want to shop after 
all that cycling, indulge yourself 
at gallery De Eilandspolder. 
Elly Hoek exhibits her bronze 
statues here, but also sells 
affordable gifts.  
www.ellyhoek.nl

Great Place
Take the short 
route via Noordein-
de and relax for 
a moment on the 
terrace of De Kleine 
Haag. And as your 
journey as good as 
ends here, you’ve earned a beer. 
Enjoy a meal here, too. Tasty 
and healthy with many seasonal 
vegetables on the menu. Great 
place! 
www.dekleinehaag.nl

Picnic
Despite the many restau-

rants along the trail, nothing 
beats a picnic in the middle 

of nature. The Eilandspolder 
in particular, has beautiful 

spots where you can lie down 
on a rug and take a breather.  Bring your 

own food, or buy a ready-made basket filled with 
regional produce at Ouweland boat rentals in 
De Rijp.
www.hetouweland.nl

Whalers
Besides her-

ring fishing, prior 
to the 17th century 

whaling was also a 
thriving industry in this region. 

The Beemster and the Schermer had not 
yet been reclaimed and large ships left 
from Graft-De Rijp in the direction of the 
North Pole. Nowhere is the history of this 
prosperous period better explained than 
in Museum In ’t Houten Huis in De Rijp. 
www.houtenhuis.nl

Voluptuous work
One of the Netherlands’ most acclaimed sculptors and 
painters worked out of Grootschermer from 1965 until his 
death in 1994. In this beautiful, peaceful landscape over-
looking the  Eilandspolder, Nick Jonk founded a museum 
with a sculpture garden, where his voluptuous bronze 
figures come into their own.   
www.nicjonk.nl

cycle trail: 20 km or 30 km
Start: VVV De Rijp, Kleine Dam 1 
Route book: available at VVV Graft- 
De Rijp, VVV Alkmaar en VVV Agency
Schermerhorn. 
Price: € 2.50. Free download on 
www.landvanleeghwater.nl

Schermerhorn

Graft

Driehuizen
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sailing height 1.5 m

Bergen

Schoorl

Opperdoes

medemblik

Bergen aan zee  

Catrijp

Groet

Bike trail: 22, 33, 35, 45 of 49 km
Start: VVV Alkmaar or VVV Bergen 
Route book: from the VVV offices in the area
Price: € 2.50 for the route + ticket for the North-
Holland dune reservation.

DIscover more… NATURE

Wide Dunes trail

Sailing in 
and around 
Medemblik

Although the name suggests otherwise, the Wild Dunes trail doesn’t just run 

along dunes and sea. The trail also runs past extraordinary architecture,  

museums, yes, and even past green grassland areas between Bergen and  

Alkmaar. Something for everyone! 

What could me more fun than sailing on the waters of 
Medemblik in a whisper boat (miespelskuit). Sail out from 
the city into the fields of the Opperdoezer Ronde, past the 
monumental village of Twisk. A historical trip filled with 
natural beauty. Bring a picnic basket and you’re fine for 
he whole day!  

Zilte Zoen and Climbing 
Dune  
While the kids let themselves  drop 
from the  51 meter high climbing 
Dune in the heart of  Schoorl, pa and 
ma watch from the warm(ed) terrace 

of Zilte Zoen. A restaurant with res-
ponsible, sustainable enterprise 

in its DNA. An ideal place to 
lunch! Zilte Zoen is also 
in Bergen and Egmond 
aan Zee and Egmond 
aan Zee. 
www.ziltezoen.nl

Castle Radboud 
Visit the only remaining 
stronghold from which  count 
Floris V of Holland, ruled the 
West Friesians in the 13th 
century and learn all about 
what life was like there in the 
Middle Ages. 
www.kasteelradboud.nl

Turning the wicks  
At flour mill, De Herder, you can 

see how flour used to be 
milled.  And you can buy 
flour from the mill shop. If 

the streamer is blowing, the 
mill is open, in the summer  
on Saturdays, too.  
www.meelmolendeherder.nl

Choo choo 
Feel, smell and 
experience the 
power of fire and 
water in the Steam 
Museum and learn 
about the important 
role of steam in the 
development of our 
country.  
www.stoommachinemuseum.nl

Whisper Boat   
A whisper boat  (miespelskuit in West Fries) is an electric boat 
with which you can swish almost silently over the water  and 
enjoy and undisturbed nature. Don´t forget to adjust your own 
volume, too! One of the six rental companies in North Holland is 
Beekeeper De Bijenstal in Opperdoes, where you can also learn 
all about bees.  There is a playground for children.    
www.bijenstal.nl / Rental addresses for whisper boats can be found 
on: www.recreatieschapwestfriesland.nl

DIscover more… FROM A BOAT

Alkmaar

Hi Shark
44 different aquaria 
where you can see 
fish, and touch them. 
But be careful… 
sharks swim there 
too! Special Gararufa 
fish nibble and rejuve-
nate tired feet. Fun 
for young and old! 
www.zeeaquarium.nl

A secluded cabin with 
a terrace in the middle 

of Schoorl woods where 
you can especially enjoy 
plenty of peace and quiet. 

www.deberenkuilschoorl.nl
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One heck of a dyke  
The dunes stop at camperduin and 
this gigantic dyke emerges: 11.5 meters 
high, 140 meters wide and 5.5 kilome-
tres long. For over 200 years, De Honds-
bossche Zeewering has contained the 
tempestuous sea. 

Sail route:  
between 10 and 12 km
Start: Apiary De Bijen-
stal Opperdoes 
Price: € xxx
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De Kerf
cove in the dunes at Schoorl 

aan Zee specially made to improve 
the development of nature in the 
lime deficient dunes. Since then, all 
sorts of salt loving plants such as 
sea beet, drop wart, sea rocket and 
sea lavender. Bon appetit!  

Forest Buffet 
De Berenkuil

4
Points
With the brand new sailing card 
you can sail easily from point to 
point  all over the West Friesian 
inland. Download it from www.
recreatieschapwestfriesland.nl.
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City of the Sun

Stroll through the largest climate neutral area in the world, the City of the 
Sun in Heerhugowaard. A complete residential area that heats, showers, 
washes, cooks, recreates and sports without contributing a single CO2 
molecule to the global greenhouse. Wow! Furthermore, you will be amazed 
by the architectural delights designed by a selection of architectural firms 
who, under the passionate supervision of Ashok Bhalotra, renowned Urban 
Planner, integrated thousands of solar panels into their designs.

     Car-free zone 
Many streets in the 
city of the Sun are car 
free. So park your car 
in the specially located 
parking areas. This has 
a pleasant impact on the 
street scene. See how the 
Meridian runs through 
the neighbourhood like a 
main artery.

Modern farmhouses
Middenweg villas or 
farmhouse dwellings flank 
the Middenweg. These 
were designed by Jacques 
Prins of Inbo Architects, 
Rijswijk and Alexander 
Nowotny of Nowotny 
Architects, Rotterdam. 
The houses evoke a 
nostalgic ambiance.

Indian weave pattern
The cassini apartment building 
on the northwest side was de-
signed by Boparai Associates Ar-
chitects, Amsterdam.  An Indian 
weave design was incorporated 
onto the gables, symbolising the 
relationship with the sun. 

Child participation
Landscape architect Berrie 
Elderen and industrial 
designer carmela Bogman 
established the playground 
on the Hemelboog Binnen 
along with children from the 
neighbourhood. They know 
better than anyone what is 
fun and exciting. 

Luna Park
On the south side of the city of the Sun 
is Luna Park, a 180 hectare area of fo-
rest, meadows, beach and lots of water 
(Park Design: Hosper and DRFTWD). 
Here you can swim, hike, cycle, mountain 
bike, roller blade, sail and more to your 
heart’s content.... See the windmill lands-
cape and Schermer from the observati-
on hill on the dyke. 

     Skeef and SUP
       The cable water ski 
        course, Skeef, is in Luna 
Park near the Middenweg. 
These days, you can also 
SUP (= Stand Up Paddling). 
But watching with great 
interest from the terrace is 
also possible
www.skeef.nl en www.supt.nl

Polder museum
The Polder Museum is situated on the former pum-
ping station on the Huygendijk.  See the history of 
the polder through the exhibition that changes every 
year 
www.poldermuseumheerhugowaard.nl

Coffee and cake
Get underway with coffee 
and traditional apple pie 
at Brasserie De Mediaan: 
a restaurant where people 
with a psychiatric history 
gain work experience and 
where they mainly work 
with local suppliers and 
seasonal produce.  
www.brasserie-demediaan.nl

DIscover more… ARcHITEcTURE

Zero Power 
The island homes on the north 
bank - also designed by Boparai 
Associates Architects - are so- 
called ‘zero power properties’.  
They create their own energy 
through an individual heating  
pump and PV solar panels. 

Hiking trail: 3 to 4  km
Start: Anywhere the wind blows…
Map: via www.heerhugowaard.nl (see: what is  
there to do?) or www.westfrieseomringdijk.nl/
arrangementen/idee-arrangement
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DIscover more… FOR cHILDREN

The Alkmaar Code

The Mystery 
of Rare Jan

‘Hey, no, we don’t want to go on a city walk!” A familiar 
sound for parents who want to soak up culture. The VVV 
of Alkmaar made up a list and developed the Alkmaar 
Code: a walking trail past historical and cultural high-
lights coupled with a proper treasure hunt for the young. 
Everybody’s happy! 

Is it a walk? Is it a murder mystery? The Mystery of Rare 
Jan is both! A proper  Who Dunnit, where participants 

are split up into small groups to wander through the city 
Sherlock Holmes fashion. All looking for the murderer of 

Jan Linsen.

Courtyards
If you look carefully, you will see 

that Alkmaar has eight court-
yards. In the past, they were built 

for the elderly poor and mostly 
funded by the wealthy. They 

often placed a statue or 
plaque of themselves so that 
there could be no misunder-

standing about their generosity.

Fish Bites
In the gallery where, until 

1998 (!) fishermen sold their 
fresh fish every day, fish 
now swim. Nowadays, at 
the corner of Verdronk-
enoord and Mient is the 
terrace of café restau-

rant De Buren. An ideal 
place to recharge your 

batteries. 
www.restaurant-deburen.nl

Cheese
Alkmaar is known as the cheese 
town and the Alkmaarder as a 
cheese head. Don’t miss the cheese 
market on Waagplein. cheese is still 
traded here every Friday. The cheese 
carriers who cheerfully wander 
around here, all wear colored hats. 
This shows which group (veem) they 
belong to.

Caravaggio
Jan Linsen - quite 
a successful landscape painter himself - 
was a great admirer of the Italian painter 
caravaggio. In 1930 he followed his idol 
and joined the Bende van Rome. He wor-
ked for three years in Italy, but then he 
became homesick

    Brutal Murder
      In 1635, Jan Linsen was brutally murde-
red. But how? For centuries, the town crier 
and the bailiff’s maid (your guides) have been 
looking for the answer at historic locations 
linked with Jan’s life, like the Oosterpoort, 
the Veemarkt and the harbour where Jan 
set sail over the open seas for Rome.

Orphanage 
Maybe it was Reynier Reyniersen, whose 
daughter Maaike became pregnant by Jan 
just before he left for Rome.  Maaike died in 
childbirth and baby Jannigje was raised in 
the Orphanage.  Actually, she wasn’t the only 
one: this orphanage was in use from 1574 
until  1958. It is now a national monument. 
www.hoorn.nl

Boterhal
Was it the charmer Barend 
or pious Leendert with whom 
Jan was constantly in the 
clinch? Or was it Sister Hele-
na, who took care of him just 
a little too lovingly in the Sint 
Jans Gasthuis, the present 
day Boterhal where these 
days art is exhibited.  
www.boterhal.com

Secret Church
Behind the gate of Fnidsen 37 
there’s a tiny secret church. 
The Remonstrants gathered 
here in the 17th  century 
because in the Netherlands 
you were only allowed to be-
long to the Reformed church. 
Nowadays, the church, and its 
services, are public. 
www.remonstranten.org/alkmaar

DIscover more… GROUP HIKES

city ramble/Scavenger hunt: 
Start: Waagplein
Distance: 1.5 hrs
Route book: Via the VVV 
Alkmaar, Waagplein
Price: € 2.50

Murder mystery tour for groups
Distance: 3 hrs 
Start: De Veemarkt
Sign up: 
www.opstapmeteengroep.nl
Price: from €16 p.p. (for 3 hrs 
from 10 persons)
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DIscover more… ART

Kees Wieringa is director of the Kranenburgh 
cultural estate, in Bergen, and proves to be a 
great admirer of the work of Ata Kandó and 
Hellen van Meene, inhabitants of Bergen and 
the surrounding area. In September 2013 an 
exhibition of their work is opening.

“No, the ladies do not know each other yet. I am bringing them 
together. Why? Because I think their work is complementary. 
In the first place because they both work analogue. Which 
is more unusual for Van Meene given her age (45) than for 
Kandó (100). In the second place both ladies know how to put 
a lot of emotion in their work. Their approach is purely intuitive 
and for me that’s a breath of fresh air in an age where photo-
graphy is being approached more and more intellectually. 
“Ata Kandó I also admire for her versatility. She is original-
ly from Hungary where she captured the uprising against 

Art 
from the Heart 

communism in the fifties on film. But with the same ease, she 
photographed the catwalks of the big fashion houses in Paris 
a couple of decades later. She also has experience in photo 
journalism. And in the Netherlands we know her as the wife of 
film maker and photographer, Ed van der Elsken. With Kandó 
you perceive a sort of necessity in her images. And it was the-
re indeed, because she often took photographs to earn money. 
Her children were her models, as you can see in the beautiful 
series  Dreams in the Forest. Her simplicity is emphasised by 
the scraps of paper she used to print her images herself. So, 
don’t expect a slick exhibition on unambiguous formats. It is a 
fantastic and inspiring kaleidoscope
I am also really looking forward to the appearance of Hellen 
van Meene in the museum. Her work has been published The 
New York Times supplement and in the  Moma among others. 
And now in Bergen, too. Van Meene also likes to photograph 
(her) children. But not specifically beautiful. Much of her work 

is nothing short of confrontational, in fact. That takes courage. 
Her work also leans towards painting, something that is partly 
caused by the analogue method. It is definitely the emotion 
in their work that fascinates me, that gets me thinking. The 
exhibition is a result of that.”

The photo exhibition of Ata Kandó and Hellen van Meene opens on 
1 September 2013 and as of November forms part of the exhibition 
Het Wonder van Bergen  
www.kranenburgh.nl

>>

© Ata Kandó / Dutch Photo museum

© Hellen van Meene
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What is it about Bergen? For decades creativity 
has been bubbling and sizzling to its heart’s 
content. And whether it’s painting, literature or 
music: all these different disciplines blossom in 
this leafy, North Holland coastal town. So much 
so that the makers are acclaimed far beyond 
the Dutch borders. Local residents are also 
proud as punch of such an impressive heritage. 
A few words from some of the admirers…
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DIscover more… ART

Lidewij de Koekkoek is director of the Muni-
cipal Museum in Alkmaar and in the period 
that she has worked there she has developed 
a great love for the painters of the Bergen 
School. 

“The Municipal Museum in Alkmaar is the for-
tunate owner of 250 works from painters of the Bergen school. 
Unfortunately, due to a lack of space, a large number are 
often in depot, but we’re working on a new hall which opens 
mid-2014 and much of the permanent collection will be on per-
manent display there. I am really looking forward to that. In the 
time I have been working here, I have become a great admirer 
of the Bergen School. Obviously, because of the work itself, 
which is impressive. But also the contact with collectors and 
enthusiastic visitors has influenced me. The Bergen School 
has a large fan base. The style is also attractive and accessi-
ble: a lot of landscapes and still lives, all very figurative. And 
much of what you see is still unchanged in the present Bergen 
landscape. That is of course, extraordinary, too. An example is 
this Black Barn at the Old Hof in Bergen (1927) by Gerrit van 
Blaaderen. If I am in Bergen, I often pass by. Just because it’s 
such a magical, beautiful place. That same atmosphere can be 

Fridoline (Lon) Veering organises literary hikes in Ber-
gen and came into contact with Hendrik Marsman, once 
a regular visitor. 

“I organise literary hikes in Bergen and as such it would be 
logical for me to announce my love of Adriaan Roland Holst. He 
is the greatest literary star of Bergen, after all, and lived here 
most of his life. But Jani, as he was called by intimates, had 
many friends in literary circles and for his entire life he opened 
his house on the Nesdijk to confreres looking for a roof over 
their heads to work.  Slauerhoff, E. du Perron, J.c. Bloem, 
Menno ter Braak en Vasalis: they all came by. And so Jani also 
brought Hendrik Marsman to Bergen. He came every year, in 
fact, often for a few months. Marsman has a special place 
in my heart because of his world famous poem, Memories of 
Holland. I suspect he wrote it here, undoubtedly inspired by 
the Paddenpad at the end of the Nesdijk. Definitely one of the 
most beautiful spots in Bergen. ‘in the astounding distance 
farmhouses that recede into space’: you find them here. And 
also  ‘a low sky, and the sun smothering slowly in mists, pearl-
gray, mother-of-pearl’… oh, it’s all there on that path. I always 

felt in the painting. The sunlight that is filtered through a leafy 
canopy, and that delightful reflection in the water … I also find 
the composition strong and well-balanced. That is also true 
for more painters of the Bergen School, they created powerful 
and solid pictures. The Bergen School has a bit of a reputation 
for being dark and gloomy. But I disagree entirely. The colours 
are often very expressive and can sometimes even be called 
cheerful. Only, you mustn’t compare them with the light work of 
the impressionists.   
At the moment, there’s an exhibition of the work of the bro-
thers Piet and Matthieu Wiegman hanging in the museum. 
A double exhibition like that is interesting because you can 
compare the work of the two artists. That gives a different 
perspective on the work and thus adds something to it. And 
you can develop a preference for a particular artist. I noticed 
for example, that I have a slight preference for the work of 
Matthieu. That moves me a little more.” <<

The exhibition of Piet and Matthieu Wiegman is from 27 April, 2013 
to 18 August, 2013. As of 2014, permanent work from the Bergen 
School will hang permanently in a new hall  

www.stedelijkmuseumalkmaar.nl

quote the poem during my literary hikes and know it by heart. 
But I prefer to muse a little on my own there at the end of 
the Nesdijk. It has such a beautiful lilting tempo, completely 
in harmony with the surroundings. Here art and Bergen come 
together for me.”

Fridoline’s literary hikes can be booked for two or more persons via  
www.fridoline.nl

Thinking of Holland
I picture broad rivers
meandering through
unending lowland:
    
rows of incredibly
lanky poplars, huge
plumes that linger
at the edge of the world;
   
in the astounding
distance farmhouses
that recede into space
throughout the country;
    
clumps of trees, town-lands,
stumpy towers, churches
and elms that contribute
to the grand design;
    
a low sky, and the sun
smothering slowly in mists, 
pearl-gray,
mother-of-pearl;
    
and in every county
the water ‘s warning
of more catastrophes
heard and heeded. 

Hendrik Marsman, poet 1899-1940
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Like a giant green caterpillar he meanders through the polder landscape of North  
Holland: the Westfriese Omringdijk Dyke. Once built to prevent people getting wet feet, 
these days it’s an impressive stage for art, culture, sport and recreation.

Ring dyke benches
To physically make the monumental Omring-

dijk (Ring Dyke) clearly visible, designer Rene 
Knip, commissioned by the province of North 

Holland, designed the so-called Omringbankjes 
(Ring dyke benches). Now 30 of them have 

been placed and all feature the unique words 
of Willem Messchaert. On a bench in Hoorn 
the words: ‘Big walloon and small walloon 

– on the Hoornse Hop – not the river, but a 
sea smashed the dyke to smithereens – the 

Huizenzee acclaims robbery by the water god’

Dyke Bigwigs
The Bigwigs of the Dyke are 33 entrepreneurs 
who work hard to promote the Westfriese Om-
ringdijk. They live or work in the neighbour-

hood and provide visitors with information. Or 
coffee and a West Friesian regional product. 

Knock on bigwig Hein Raat’s door in Hoorn for 
a slice of Omringbrood. Delicious!

You can also cycle interactively on the dyke 
with the I Tour-app ‘Westfriese Omringdijk’  

Then
It’s quite an achievement. A 126 km long dyke built over seven centu-
ries ago by human hand.  For the protection of the farming countrysi-
de, that was sinking more and more due to peat excavation, exposing 
it to the increasing threat of a whimsical and ardent sea.  So, the old 
tidal inlet the Zijpe lurked on the north side of West Friesland while to 
the east the unpredictable Zuiderzee threatened, and to the south the 
Beemster and Schermer lakes made their mark while to the west the 
river Rekere regularly broke its banks.  Around 1000 AD, the farmers 
had had enough and saw the dykes as their salvation. They built them 
with a mixture of clay and peat, and covered them with turf. Later a 
heavy layer of sea weed and algae was added, and held together with 
beams and logs. 
Quite a task (understatement!), but the headstrong West Frisian doe-
sn’t give up easily. After a couple of centuries of hard labour the dyke 
was finally closed in 1320, and West Friesland became a dammed up 
island. Isolated from the outside world the inhabitants developed their 
own language (West Frisian). 

Now
Nowadays, if you travel over the dyke you will wonder where all the 
water has gone. In many places the dyke now runs right through 
meadows. Where once impetuous waves broke on the seawall, the 
land has now been reclaimed. Vast polders emerged in the sixteenth 
century when seas and lakes were drained. Although these polders 
pose absolutely no threat, the dyke is still well preserved. These days 
it is used for something else.  So, the Westfriese Omringdijk serves as 
the best route along the most beautiful locations in West Friesland. 
A green monument that links former VOc cities with their beautifully 
preserved inner cities and authentic linear settlements. But it also has 
a connecting function for the inhabitants who have come together 
in the initiative ‘The Best of the Westfriese Omringdijk. They put their 
hearts into organising countless activities – in the areas of sport and 
games, but also culinary and cultural activities – to help the visitor 
enjoy the dyke as much as possible. Pride and tradition are paramount. 
Entrepreneurship too. The same traits at the root of this beautiful 
wonder of the world

www.westfrieseomringdijk.nl

Wonderful 
in the polder
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Local Heroes

Where
“I have lived my entire life in Opperdoes. I 
have 1.5 hectares of loam rich land where 
the Opperdoezer Ronde thrives. We harvest 
about 20,000 tons a year from there. There 
are 29 other potato growers besides me, but 
they do less on publicity.”

Why
“I was born and raised here. And although 
things have been easier on growers in the 
past, I still don’t want to leave. I am devoted 
to that potato and I am only allowed to 
grow it here: the Opperdoezer Ronde has a 
protected name.” 

Praise 
“Opperdoes is an intersection village with 
many canals and bridges. Very historic and 
full of atmosphere. It resembles Giethoorn. 
In no time you can be in Medemblik with its 
more urban allure and a fishing port. And 
neighbouring Twisk is pretty as a picture 
with its monumental ‘stolp’ farmhouses. You’-
re at the right place here.”

Secret tip
“You can come and sample the Opperdoezer 
in my barn. I have built a kitchen there. First  
harvest and cook them yourself, then you 
can eat them. A treat for the taste buds!” 

www.opperdoezerrondetoko.nl

i’m hooked on the  
Opperdoezer Ronde

De slogan Power to the Pieper 
(Power to the Spud) turned  Hero 
Stam (64) into a famous Dutch-
man. Not that he cares. He just 
wanted to put his Opperdoezer 
Ronde in the spotlight. ‘A potato 
with a full, primal taste’. And he 
succeeded!

Local Heroes

At the foot of the Schoorl dunes 
there’s a two hectare resort full 
of trees, birds and hidden nooks. 
There is even a dreamy path and 
the guest rooms open onto the 
garden. Suitable for meetings, 
retreats and seminars. But we 
also see the possibilities of a 
cosy family weekend here, A bit 
like home, but then different…
Dopersduin / Oorsprongweg 3, 
Schoorl / 072-5091274 / 
www.dbhschoorl.nl

A camping holiday is quickly a success if the weather cooperates. 
But the camping site itself can profit from that too. And a holiday 
at camping site Buitenduin is not easily spoiled. All year round 
heated sanitary facilities and a small wasserett, but child friendly 
amenities such as car free site and various playground apparatus 
contribute to the fun. Always enjoyable, even when it rains.  
campsite Buitenduin / Molenweg 15, Schoorl / 072-5091820 
www.kampeerterreinbuitenduin.nl

Zzzzzzzzzzz

Wake up among the cows, under the roof of an ancient farmhouse. Or camp on a campsite without having to 
miss all home comforts. You can do all of that in the Heart of North Holland. There is a large, diverse range of 
places to stay here. Quite often original and authentic. What about a night in jail? In comfort, of course. Yes, 
the beds here certainly contribute to top holiday enjoyment. 

DIscover more … SPEcIAL AccOMMODATION

BUITENDUIN

tOUTE LA FAMILLE
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Want to swap exhaust fumes for the 
soothing fragrance of the countryside? 
And would you prefer a good humoured 
cock to an annoying alarm clock? Then 
come and stay at Hotel De Boerenkamer. 
This organization rents out cosy guest 
rooms on rural farms spread out over 
the whole of North Holland. Bed and 
breakfast rooms for couples. But group 
accommodation with meeting facilities 
is also available. It doesn’t matter which 
farmhouse you book, the rooms are all 
comfortable and have fine, deluxe beds. 
And in the morning there’s a generous 
farmhouse breakfast for everyone ser-
ved by the farmer (or his wife).
www.hotel-boerenkamer.nl

It is quiet, cosy and the owners are extremely hospitable. Basi-
cally, the charming ‘stolp’ Petit Hotel La Normande is a place to 
enjoy. Fine for a weekend away, but you can also plan a party, 
meeting, dinner or workshop here. Actually, almost anything 
is possible. Four luxury rooms with comfortable beds, internet 
access and TV, can accommodate to two or four people.
Petit Hotel La Normande / Binnenwijzend 66, 1617 KW Westwoud 
0228-562430 / www.lanormande.nl

Shepardshouse in Limmen is a historical stolp that meets 
the demands of modern living. Right in the middle of the 
meadows and close to the beach.  So there’s plenty to do.
Shepherdshouse / Provincialeweg 4, Limmen  
06-42867913 www.shepherdshouse.nl 

Want to get back to basics during your holiday, but still 
enjoy all the comforts of home? Then the dune lodges of 
Duinpark Koningshof are definitely the solution for you! 
Hip camping in a nicely furnished tent that has all the mod 
cons.  Its own bathroom, a kitchen and even a comfortable 
lounge area. And instead of a leaky airbed when you crawl 
under the covers in the evening, you sleep a real bed with 
fresh linnen.  And while you lie there regally, you’re still in 
the outdoors. Exactly what you wanted…back to basics…..
Dune park Koningshof / Weg naar de Bleek 5, Egmond aan den 
Hoef / 023-5732195 / www.duinparkkoningshof.nl 

If you love the water then WaterPark de 
MeerParel is definitely the place for you. 
Rent a house with a porch right on the 
water. Step off your patio onto a boat or 
take a dip in the cool water. The houses 
themselves are quite pretty: ninety 
square meters of fresh, modern decor 

with all mod cons.  The holiday park 
itself also has an extensive water sports 
and recreation complex and is perfectly 
situated on the Uitgeestermeer. You can 
sail from the lake straight into the polder 
or to  Alkmaar. Yes, even to Amsterdam. 
The dwellings are rented out all year 

round. In winter too. Ice skating from 
your patio… not a bad idea!
WaterPark de MeerParel  
Lagendijk 7, 1911 MT Uitgeest  
0251-825097 / www.demeerparel.com

cHARMING STOLP 

rURAL AccOMMODATION

sLEEPING OVER?  

gO GLAMPING!

WHERE THE 
cHIcKENS  
ROOST 

on THE WATER

Eureka Holiday Homes, Heereweg 212, Groet, (072) 509 15 16,  
www.eurekavakantiehuisjes.nl 
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DIscover more… SPEcIAL AccOMMODATION
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At TuinGoed Bonatèr you can sleep under a plum tree or 
put up your tent in the vegetable garden. And while you 
are camping there, you are allowed to harvest fruit and 
vegetables yourself. You can also buy from the farm shop, 
where there’s even more delicious produce. All from an or-
ganic market garden. Free range chickens, sheep, cats and 
horses all wander about there. And eight hundred meters 
further up you can swim in the Markermeer.  Oh, and you 
can also water cycle and sail whisper boats. Let’s go!

TuinGoed Bonatèr / Burgemeester Jan Zijpweg 5, Venhuizen
06-20859720 / www.tuingoedbonater.nl

Want to sleep like a log in this hiking and biking paradise 
at the foot of the centuries old meandering Westfriese 
Omringdijk near Markermeer, then the ambiance of the 
stolp farm De Appeloek is just for you. It is a working orga-
nic dairy farm, with about fifty happy cows where there’s 
always something going on. In addition to four apartments 
there’s a mini camping site with electricity and toilets. And 
if you prefer a single accommodation for 18 people then we 
throw open the dividing doors to create one large space.

De Appelhoek / Zuiderdijk 46 Wijdenes / 0229-501150
www.appelhoek.nl

Is it a villa? Is it a houseboat? No, it’s 
a water villa. And not just any old one 
either! An idyllic ´little house´ situated in 
a tributary of the Zaan with a breathta-
king view of the water and meadows. But 
however beautiful it is out there, inside, 
Humpy Dumpy is also well worth it.  The 
decor consists of a tasteful combina-
tion of modern furnituer and romantic 

nick-knacks that give it all that touch 
of je-ne-sais-quoi. Upstairs there are 
two bedrooms with two and four beds 
respectively. The living room and open 
kitchen are downstairs. And there are ter-
races, from where you can see the ducks 
swimming and boats sailing by. Who still 
wants to go home?

On the edge of the Eilandspolder, in 
Grootschermer, there’s a newly built st-
raw house farm with all modern conveni-
ences. From here you can fish, sail, cycle 
and skate until you drop in groups of up 
to 10 persons.  But it’s no hardship to 
just stay close to home in these delight-
ful retreat. Spending lots of time at the 
table in a modern fitted living kitchen, 
watching countless films in the lounge 
or having a drink on the patio while 
watching the sun go down. Anything is 
possible. The decor is an exciting mix 
of old authentic farmhouse elements 
and modern furniture. All combined with 
equal taste. What a feast!   

Het Hooihuis / Noordeinde 58, 
Grootschermer / 072-8885220 
www.ikhebmijndroomhuisgevonden.nl

One of the most amusing sleeping places in the Heart of 
North Holland is without doubt the prison hotel Oostereiland 
in Hoorn. Here you can sleep in an actual old cell. No, not on 
a hard bench, but in a superbly comfortable bed, because 
the cell now meets all the current convenience criteria. Ho-
wever, the heavy cell doors are still there as well as the bars 
on the windows, so you can feel a bit how it was for the bad 
guys there. Although it’s certainly not a punishment. If you 
prefer a room with a view, then go to one of the attic rooms 
with a sweeping view of the IJsselmeer. 
The Oostereiland (popularly known as the ‘Krententuin’ or 
‘currant Garden’ because the prisoners sorted currants here) 
served as a prison between 1828 and 1999. In 2003, it was 
given its present purpose as a bustling centre for hospitality 
and culture.

Hotel Oostereiland / Schuijteskade 5, Hoorn / 0229-820246
www.hotel-oostereiland.nl

nIGHT IN JAIL  

hUMPY DUMPY  

hOUSE OF 
STRAW  

cAMPING ON THE 
VEGETABLE FARM! 

DE APPELHOEK

Humpy Dumpy / Dorpsstraat 117, 

Oostknollendam / 072-8885220 

www.humpy-dumpy.nl  

DIscover more… SPEcIAL AccOMMODATION
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Are you going to North Holland on holiday? Then 
you must download the app MyVVV.  With it you can 
set up your personal travel guide in an instant, with 
many addresses to suit your interests. Museums, 
restaurants, attractions: it’s all there! And what’s 
really handy, the app can be used offline too, so you 
don’t even need Wi-Fi. .  
www.vvvhartvannoordholland.nl/nl/mijn_vvv

Poster Art 
Hoorn is proud of its poster museum. And 
rightly so, since the posters give an accura-
te picture of the development of a cultural 
history: they often display at a glance the 
spirit and style of a particular period. A 
number of Dutch designers who specialised 
in posters are Piet Zwart, Wim crouwel, Jan 
Bons, Gielijn Escher and Anthon Beeke. 
They all hang there, in Hoorn.  And it is 
beautiful to see how they often aptly get to 
the core of a message through the use of 
image and typography.
www.affichemuseum.nl  

One of the most beautiful routes in the Heart of North Holland is without doubt 
the Pontjesroute that runs around the Alkmaardermeer and Uitgeestermeer.  Over 
a distance of 45 kilometres a typically Dutch landscape of steeple roosters,  wind-
mills, cows, dykes and villages passes before your eyes. Always in combination with 
water. And as the name of the route suggests, that water is sometimes crossed 
with the help of a ferry. Usually it is a motorised ferry, but in a couple of cases you 
have to crank a winch yourself. 
The Pontjesroute starts and finishes officially in Castricum at the railway station 
(buy the route at the VVV agency Gusto, Dorpsstraat 66). Of course you can always 
start somewhere else. Follow the junctions . Check the ferry departure times 
beforehand! 
www.alkmaarder-enuitgeestermeer.nl 
www.voetveren.nl

My VVV app 

Skipper may I cross 
over…   

The old Buurtjeskerk (little church) in Andijk (1667) 
was transformed in 2003 by the Meijer family into a chic 
restaurant. Since then under the roof where Our Lord 
was worshipped you can now sing the praises of Chef 
Michel Meijer, because the food he cooks here is heaven-
ly: French with a Mediterranean accent. Yvonne Meijer 
provides excellent wine to accompany the food and does 
it with so much flair that you’ll easily have one too many. 
No problem: Andijk has various B&Bs and hotel cottages 
at the Restinn.  You can find the addresses on the 
Meijer’s site. The next day you can enjoy the beautiful 
surroundings and the wonderful patio…  
www.restaurant-meijers.nl

Heavenly 
food 

PERSONAL GUIDE
Using the interactive I-Tour ‘The Siege of Alkmaar’ you stroll 
through the history of Alkmaar with your mobile phone at your ear. 
What happened exactly during the Eighty Year War with Spain? 
What did the Alkmaar Resistance lead to? Your personal guide will 
tell you and he will give you directions too. 

Download de app I-Tour 360 (free) and then purchase the tour 
‘The Siege of Alkmaar’ (€ 2.99). You can also buy the tours ‘Bergen’ 
and ‘Hoorn Westfriese Omringdijk’ here. If you don’t speak Dutch, 
buy a map at the VVV (Tourist office).
   

Want some action? Take a trip to Luna Park in Heer-
hugowaard and get carried along in the water skiing 
enthusiasm  there. At Skeef you can cable ski and water 
board from April to October and lately supping (Stand Up 
Paddling) is also possible. If you prefer to stay dry, then 
you can enjoy beach games, bootcamp and rambles.  You 
can also have a relaxing massage. Skeef is on an island 
where, besides all these activities, you can also enjoy a 
good meal. That’s something you can do all year round

www.skeef.nl

Splash splash

QR for Android

QR for iPhone

It’s always nice: the 
small roadside stalls 
where  homemade 
produce is on offer. In 
a jam pot with a slot in 
the lid you can often 
leave whatever contribu-
tion you wish.Homemade

Hearts
Heart of North Holland 
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If you get the urge to shop during a cheerful 
day at the beach, then indulge yourself at 
Egmond Plaza in Egmond aan Zee. For lovers 
of the stylish (outdoor) life: for example, 
seen in good quality bathing wear, hats, caps, 
shoes, boots, handbags and accessories.  
You find the largest collection of  Breton 
striped jerseys from North Holland here too. 
Egmond Plaza is open 364 days a year and 
in July and August it is even open until   
21 hrs every dayl

www.egmondplaza.nl

Art trail Bergen  
Hundreds of artists left (and leave) their footprint on this beautiful 
village of Bergen. But why here? What is so inspiring about Ber-
gen? Is it the broad green 
avenues? Or is it the dunes 
and the beach that appeal 
to the imagination? Decide 
for yourself during an hour 
and a half long walk past 
galleries and the places 
where artists found their 
inspiration. In an easy to 
read booklet you will find 
background information 
about the Bergen School 
and art in Bergen generally. 
You can get the booklet at 
the nearby VVV offices or 
order it in advance .
www.vvvwebshop.nl

Oasis of herbs   
Tucked between buildings on a business park, the Hortus Alkmaar is  
situated like an oasis in the desert. On just a couple of hectares you find 
a large collection of medicinal herbs that were put there by manufacturer 
VSM Geneesmiddelen for the production of homeopathic remedies. These 
days, the garden is open to the public and is maintained by an enthusiastic 
group of volunteers who don’t want this extraordinary garden to go to 
wrack and ruin. 

www.hortusalkmaar.nl

EGMOND PLAZA
Fashion, Art & Giftshop

Met de grootste collectie
Bretonse streeptruien

van Noord-Holland
Kindermaten 62 t/m 164 - Volwassenen XS t/m XXXXL

Voorstraat 143, Egmond aan Zee, www.egmondplaza.nl
50 meter van het parkeerterrein bij de hoofdstrandafgang

Open: ma. t/m zo. van 10.00 - 21.00 uur
Woensdag: braderie 16.00-22.00 uur

monumental vIllage

If you are in the neighbourhood of Medemblik, treat 
yourself to a visit to Twisk. A small, monumental vil-
lage where the image is determined by the characteris-
tic ‘stolp’ farms of North Holland. Twisk was originally 
a linear settlement. So, a stroll down main street is 
enough. Tip: Take the Museum Steam Tram from Hoorn 
to Medemblik and get off at the nineteenth century 
station at Twisk
www.museumstoomtram.nl

Funfair tradition Hoorn 
Roundabouts, bumper cars, shooting 
alleys, and haunted houses: not 
many people know that a funfair was 
originally a religious feast. In Dutch, 
the word Kermis comes from the word 
‘kerkmis’ or church mass which in the 
past was organized as a sort of annu-
al fair in honour of a patron saint.  In 
the Netherlands the funfair at Hoorn 
has grown into one of the largest in 
the country and always ends with the 
Lappendag (fabric day, which is on the 
third Monday in August and brings to 
a close the ten day funfair).  
www.kermis-hoorn.nl 

Pump-house 
Limmen 
On the outskirts of Akersloot 
stands the ancient pump-house  
‘Limmen 1879’. For more than a 
century this pumping station kept 
the Limmer polder dry, but these 
days it serves as an exhibition 
space for temporary exhibits
www.gemaal1879

Itching to shop 

When you visit the Heart 
of North Holland come well 
prepared.  check out our web 
shop! Before setting off you 
can organize various things like 
routes, biking and hiking maps, 
packages and tickets. Then 
once you are en route all you 
have to do is enjoy yourself! 
www.vvvwebshop.nl

Anticipation

Hearts
Heart of North Holland 

Welcome to the Golden Age 
In one of the most beautiful monuments in Hoorn, the impressive 
Statencollege (1632), you will find the Westfries museum. Step into 
the Golden Age. Browse the cosy rooms. Each of the halls has its 
own authentic atmosphere. And there’s always an unusual exhibi-
tion in which past and present are surprisingly connected.  There 
are some really special items, like the Eskimo mummy or the goblet 
of a defeated Spanish admiral. And since recently, there’s a spec-
tacular city scale model of Hoorn anno 1650.  Together, they tell the 
exciting story of the enormous blossoming of the area in the Golden 
Age. A story of blood, sweat and tears, untold riches, pioneering 
spirit, daring sea voyages and ingenious inventions. And last but 
not least, there are beautiful works of art to admire. 

www.wfm.nl

It was a disappointment 
for the municipality of De 
Rijp when the queen can-
celled her visit for April 30, 
2013.  The preparations for 
Queensday were already in 
full swing. But postponement 
does not mean it has all been 
cancelled because on April 
27, 2014 De Rijp will be the 
first municipality to celebrate 
Kingsday in the company of 
the new king! And if that’s 
not a party. Traditional boul-
der throwing will be on the 
programme for sure.
www.graftderijp.nl   

Kingsday 
2014 
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Hoorn is a great place to shop. In a nice compact, convenient city centre, you can find just about everything. 
National chain stores, unique boutiques, surprising gift shops, cookery shops, galleries and plenty of flea 
markets. Second hand stores where all sorts of items from bygone times can often be bought for next to 
nothing.  The historical buildings in the old centre are the perfect backdrop for all those antiques.

Antiques
Hoorn is a city with a rich history. And you feel that right away 
when you stroll through the streets of the old city centre. The 
monumental buildings that were built ‘on flight’* centuries ago, 
have begun to lean forward even more over the course of 
time, like crooked old men and women. It is not surprising then 
that precisely here so many antique dealers feel right at home. 
Especially on the Grote Oost, that runs parallel to the inner 
harbour, there are various addresses where the antique lover 
can find beautiful things. To help you along, we have a couple 
of tips.  Most of the shops are on the left hand (uneven) side 
of the street, starting at the Roode Steen. The first one you 
come across is J. Kuiper (no. 39) followed quickly by Antique 
Dealer Huybregts (no. 47). Don’t forget to pop over to the other 
side of the street to De Eiken Balk at number 32. Then back 
on the left hand side where De Porceleijne Paeuw (no. 51) and 
Antiques&Decorations Style (no. 55) are worth a visit. closer 
to the church on the Lange Kerkstraat you find Hans (no. 6) 
with his second hand curiosity shop, and on the other side at 
De Boekenkist Hoorn is filled from floor to ceiling with second 
hand books.
Once you have arrived at the Lange Kerkstraat, it is fun to 
take a peek in the party store of the Ooms family. Here, they 
sell just about everything you need for a successful party

Fashion
If you prefer contemporary items then pop onto the Grote 
Noord from the Lange Kerkstraat. In this car-free zone of 
Hoorn every fashion lover can indulge themselves in the larger 
national chain stores. But maybe even more than that at the 
smaller, more unique shops like the North Holland Tally-Ho (no. 
40) or Wondermooi (no. 20). Tally-Ho is situated in a beautiful 
old twin-stepped gable building that you can admire from the 
terrace of the restaurant De Vier Jaargetijden (no. 31) across 
the street. At Wondermooi you can score frivolous, romantic 
Noa Noa fashion and accessories. You can also come here 
for your living accessories at Pols Potten & Klevering for 
example. At Mondinio (no. 126) find trendy jewelry and watches 
from brands such as Swarovski, Ti Sento, Barong Barong and 
Buddha to Buddha. Kaar on the Gedempte Turfhaven (no. 46 
en no. 7) has the largest collection of closed on offer in the 
Netherlands.  In addition, brands such as By Groth, Essential, 
Edith&Ella and Moscow also hang here. For men and women. 

And while you’re here, go a little further down the road to De 
Paschkaemer (no. 58) too and take a look inside for the latest 
collections from Bitte Kai Rand, Margriet Nannings and IKKS.

Culinary
When it comes to food and drink, Hoorn is the right place to 
be. On every street corner there’s a nice restaurant or bar/
restaurant. Furthermore, there are a lot of specialty shops so 
that you can take home something nice to eat. One place you 
absolutely must not miss is English Tea Room Gumbleton’s 
(Grote Noord 14) where you can enjoy a high tea until you 
can’t look at another scone.  And around the corner on the 
Breed (no. 38) at Bakery Raat you can buy organic bread and 
other delicacies. Here they sell Hoornse Ridder and Westfriese 
Krentenmik too.  Actually you can buy these at Bakery Smit on 
the Gedempte Turfhaven (no. 56) too. And if go a little further 
around the corner, to the Gouw, you must take a look in Kaan’s 
cheese store (no. 22). A tiny shop packed with cheese, and it’s 
the only place in the region that sells Beemster Exclusief.  

Other worthwhile addresses:
• Bakery van de Berg / Nieuwstraat 6
• Hoornse Bookstore / Grote Noord 11
• Gallery X / Breestraat 2
• Gallery Wim Zwijsen / Mosterdsteeg 8 
• Hema / Gouw 4
• De Kookwinkel / Muntstraat 1
•  Maak je Taart / Nieuwstraat 17-19 www.maakjetaart.nl (Eve-

rything for making cupcakes and pies. They also do children’s 
parties and workshops) 

• De Verleiding (cookery shop) / Grote Noord 9
• Woonstudio Fred de Vries / Gedempte Turfhaven 19
• Basic Label (interior) / Gedempte Turfhaven 28 

Don’t feel like walking? 
Hop on the Hoorn city Tour bus that rides through the city 
every hour.  You’ll find all the information on:
www.hoorncitytours.nl.

* Building ‘on flight’ means that the front face of the building is 
deliberately allowed to lean forward. Particularly in the sevent-
eenth and early eighteenth centuries this was a normal building 
method which made it easier to hoist goods up to the attic. 

The Trade 
of Hoorn

DIscover more… IN HOORN
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Year in year out i stand 
on the streets of Alkmaar yelling

Where
“I am usually in Alkmaar, in the Langestraat 
or on De Laat. But weather permitting, I 
sometimes move to Beverwijk or Haarlem. 
Just for a change. But I always come back. 
Alkmaar is the centre of my world.”

Why
“I went on a voyage of discovery and ended 
up here. And that suited me fine, and I have 
lived here for countless years. And in all that 
time I can live off the donations from my 
bucket.” 

Praise… 
“The mentality in Alkmaar is one of ‘just 
act normal’. The people here hate fuss and 
have their feet firmly planted on the ground. 
Down to earth, and I like that. Yet there’s 
room for those who think differently. For 
example, year in year out I shout my head off 
here and I’ve never heard a cross word. That 
is quite extraordinary.”

Secret tip
“Three pubs in Alkmaar have been named 
after me: De Nachtegaal (Nightingale)
(Langestraat), De Bonte Bengel (Colorful 
Scoundrel) (Kerkplein) en De Kleine Deu-
gniet (Little Menace) (Koorstraat). You have 
to have a beer there!”   

www.bertjedoperwtje.nl

Beemster cheese takes its name from the place where it was born and 
bred. From the very beginning up to the moment it leaves for the shop, 
this cheese has seen nothing but the Beemster polder. An individualist 
with international allure. 

It all starts in 1612, when Jan Leeghwa-
ter, with the help of windmills and dykes, 
reclaims the Beemster lake. A unique 
area of land with just as unique soil 
emerges. The old sea bed (the Beemster 
lake had an open connection with the 
Zuiderzee) turns out to be the perfect 
ground for growing crops. But also for 
grazing cows who frolic freely here and 
enjoy top quality grass with a unique 
salty taste. You can taste that flavour in 
their milk. 
It’s not just these North Holland cows 
that contribute to the Beemster cheese. 
For centuries it has been made ac-
cording to the same traditional, highly 

secret process, handed down from 
generation to generation. In fact, little 
has changed in all that time. Fortunately, 
because the combination of a perfect 
breeding ground, a traditional method of 
chees making and a constant focus on 
sustainability, the Beemster has been 
producing delicious creamy cheese for 
centuries
. 
 SOFT

Beemster cheese likes to be 
known for its ‘softness’. That 
refers to the texture: it must be 
soft and creamy, and have a supple 
and compact consistency too.  

EVERYBODY
HAPPY! 
Beemster is proud to 
be a partner of the 
Caring Dairy Sustaina-
bility Programme, along 
with the university of 
university of Wage-
ningen and 500 dairy 
farmers among others. 
They continuously look 
for the right balance 
between healthy cows, 
attention to the lands-
cape and environment 
and of course a fair 
income for the farmers. 
That results in happy 
cows, happy farmers 
and a happy earth.Happy cows, 

tasty cheese!

Local Heroes

If you visit Alkmaar, it´s highly 
likely you´ll bump into  Bertje 
Doperwtje (ageless). And if you 
don´t see him, you can probably 
hear him screaming somewhere 
in the distance. A self-proclaimed 
singer and street philosopher who 
makes a lot of people laugh with 
his own made up texts.

www.beemsterkaas.nl
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For many children this is a dream come true: the 
largest air trampoline in Europe (!) in in theme park 
De Goudvis (Goldfish). If you’re all jumped out you 
can play on go-carts, swings, cable cars and much 
more. Both indoors and out, whatever the weather, 
tots can have fun in the over 2200 square metres 
of indoor play paradise with its ball pits, slides and 
tobogans. A good night’s sleep guaranteed!
Theme park De Goudvis / Zeeweg 91, Sint Maartens-
zee / 0224-561671 / www.degoudvis.eu 

Follow the exciting trail of Benno 
Buitenpret in the Niet-Gebied (non-
place). Or go on a voyage of discove-
ry with the Dierenvriendjes (animal 
buddies). From the outdoor centre 
Schoorlse Duinen children can learn 
about nature in a playful manner. For 
the little ones there is the gnome 
trail. And if you are over eight you 
can also take a trip with the forest 
ranger, equipped with your ranger’s 
vest, GPS and backpack.  Great for 
children’s parties!
Outdoor centre Schoorlse Duinen  
Oorsprongweg 1, Schoorl  
072-5093352 / www.staatsbosbeheer.nl
Dialy from 10 to 17 hrs open.

‘Mum, I’m bored...’ 
Despite mountains of toys, a playground just around the corner or a friend within reach, children sometimes 
get bored. Fortunately, in North Holland that is over quickly, because there’s so much to do here: interactive 
museums, exciting theme parks, aventurous play woods and lots of nature. Actually, the list is too long. And so 
we asked Jesse and Alissa  to tell us their favourite places. Zij wonen in de buurt en trekken er regelmatig op 
uit met hun ouders. They know exactly what’s cool and what’s not. Aren’t they the lucky ones!

Play til 
you’re green! 

De Goudvis 

DIscover more… cHILDREN’S AcTIVITIES

In the nature reserve MAK Blokweer near Hoorn you can 
go treasure hunting, look for water bugs, pet animals and 
stroll through the gardens. And if it rains, you can visit 
Maks de Mol in the visitors’ centre the Molshoop. Maks 
will tell you about the cultural history, the agricultural 
cycle and the ecological landscape management.  Fun 
for fathers and mothers too. 
MAK Blokweer / Kloosterhout 1, Blokker / 0229-266344  
www.mak-blokweer.nl

mAk Blokweer

‘What shall we do?’ ..’Dunno.’ ..’You think of something.’ ..’No you....’

Wolf snout!
Sheep head!

Tom Thumb, Pinocchio, Red Riding Hood, and 
Puss in Boots: your little one will be surprised 
when he sees his fictional friends walking 
around here. Fortunately, that first amazement 
will be replaced with enthusiasm, and he won´t 
believe his luck. For forty years (!) Sprookjeswon-
derland (Fairy-tale land) in Enkhuizen has been 
a favourite spot where (grand) parents take their 
(grand) children. And not without reason, becau-
se there’s so much to do here. There’s a petting 
zoo, a train, an old timer track and an extra large 
playground.  Sailing in little dinghies, or go on a 
spectacular journey through time with Father 
Time: it’s all possible. In the big castle a musical 
about the spoilt princess Violinde is performed 
daily. Take a break at restaurant De Vergulde 
Koekepan and eat pancakes of course!  
Sprookjeswonderland / Kooizandweg 9, Enkhuizen 
0228- 317853 / www.sprookjeswonderland.nl

Experience the magic! 

The locomotive whistles and the 
boilerman throws coals on the fire. 
From the chimney the first clouds of 
steam appear. chuff chuff chuff,  
slowly the museum steam train gets 
going and within a few moments it cros-
ses the countryside between Hoorn and 
Medemblik at full steam. If you want to enjoy 
this journey through time even more you can 
get off in Medemblik and take the steamboat 
to Enkhuizen. children who go on Steam 
Safari help in the boiler room and load goods. 
Museum Stoomtram / Van Dedemstraat 8, Hoorn 
0229-214862 / www.museumstoomtram.nl

Exciting time travel   
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The instant you open the door of the bakery museum  and 
hear the bell ring, you take a step back in time. The old shop 
and bakery are still in operation, unchanged. Bakers make 
chocolate marzipan, sweets and ice cream. And children are 
allowed to help where possible. And to eat, of course… Adults 
can learn old baker’s skills during special workshops. The 
museum is more popular than ever and was recently awar-
ded several prizes: Best 
children’s museum 2012, 
winner of the Westfries-
land prize 2012 and the 
second most entertaining 
Family mus-eum 2013.
Bakery museum de Oude 
Bakkerij / Nieuwstraat 8, 
Medemblik, / 0227-545014 
www.deoudebakkerij.com 

Cling cling 

Water and fire 

Restaurant Johanna’s Hof is a household name in Bakkum. It is the 
ideal place for families with children.  Poffertjes, French fries, a disco or 
sizzling pancake, isn’t that what every kid wants? Eat up quickly, then it’s 
off to the playground. Or go and pet the goats at the petting farm. And in 
the meantime, parents can enjoy a bit of peace at the table. 
Johanna’s Hof / Johannisweg 3, Bakkum / 0251-652486 / www.johannashof.nl

Disco or 
sizzling 
pancake? 

monkey Cage

In Medemblik, there’s a real castle located 
on the banks of the IJsselmeer. A thirteen-
th century stronghold that was built by 
Floris V. As in olden days, there’s still so 
much to experience here. There is a perma-
nent exhibition about the Middle Ages that 
is regularly complemented with a temporary 
exhibition. There’s an exciting treasure hunt 
for children where they have to break the 
code of a treasure chest. Success guaran-
teed! The castle also serves as a back-
drop for all sorts of events from historical 
encampments to children’s play days in the 
summer, to concerts and theatre shows in 
the winter months.  
castle Radboud / Oudevaartsgat 8, Medemblik 
0227-541960 / www.kasteelradboud.nl

Fun Castle 

Jesse en Alissa recently visited the year old steam pumping station, ‘Vier 
Noorder Koggen’ in Medemblik. They first learned about it at school and 
thought it was rather boring. Power from water and fire, duh… who cares! 
But when they walked into the pump house a week later and saw all the ma-
chines grinding at full power they were actually quite impressed. That water 
and fire could produce so much power together was completely unexpected. 
Fortunately, the whole process was explained to them again on the spot and 
now they’ll never forget it ever again. 
Dutch Stoommachinemuseum / Oosterdijk 4, Medemblik  
0227-544732 / www.stoommachinemuseum.nl

They look a bit like monkey cages, but then outdoors. And it’s much more 
exciting because at Outdoor park De Hoornse Vaart you don’t just climb 
over a couple of horses and bridges. Oh no, it’s about real survival work 
here. And about the challenge and the adrenaline. Old and young can 
let their hair down on a plotted course of rope bridges, climbing poles 
and  obstacle courses. And for true diehards there’s the ‘free fall’ as 
well. Anyone can take part, as long as you’re over 1.25 metres tall. 
Outdoor park Hoornse Vaart / Hertog Aalbrechtweg 4, Alkmaar / 072-5489312  
(evenings and weekends 5489376) / www.hoornsevaart.nl 

Experience the Navy... get on board. 
There are three ships in the mus-
eum. Actually, the most remark-

able of them is submarine Tonijn 
(Tuna).  Once on board you can listen to the stories of 
the really old crew members. How exciting!!
Marinemuseum / Hoofdgracht 3,  Den Helder  
www.marinemuseum.nl

marinemuseum

So with wheels that whistling 
kettle goes like a train...

Bread? Noooo, I want chocolate!

DIscover more … cHILDREN’S AcTIVITIES

www.vvvhartvannoordholland.nl  55
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DIscover more… RESTAURANTS, PUBS ETc

Start the day in Hoorn with a piece of  
hoornsche Broeder or slice of  
West-Friese krentenmik (1). Two types 
of currant bread, both filled with a layer 
of caramelized brown sugar. Yum, what 
a great start! As well as currants and 
raisins, the Hoornsche Broeder also con-
tains cinnamon and is a bit heavier. Off to 
the village of Blokker where  butcher Jos 
Smal makes his  Westfriese metworst 
(2) completely according to a traditional 
process. A delicious, solid smoked saus-
age with a rich taste. In De Krijgsman in 
Oostblokker, the DIYers can buy home 
ground flour (3). To make a homemade 
apple pie for example. How convenient 
is that? At Fruit Farm ’t keetje (4) in 
Westwoud you can pick your own apples. 
Or pears, plums or berries, whatever  
suits your tastes. ’t Keetje also sells  

vegetables, jams and juices.
Then it’s time for an ice cream. The  
traditional sheep’s milk ice cream from 
the Schapenstreek farm in Lutjebroek 
is ‘skoftig lekker’ (boldy delicious) as the 
West Friesians would say and is sold in 
the farm shop. And while you’re there, 
have a  scheep’s cheese (5). A really 
soft, full flavour. Lovers of smoked salm-
on turn off to the  smoking salmon (6) 
in neighbouring Bovenkarpsel. Mathieu 
Robert smokes the salmon there in his 
own back yard. Really slowly (two days!) 
and with such amazing results that vari-
ous star restaurants buy from him.
The journey continues to Opperdoes 
where Hero – ‘power to the pieper’ (pow-
er to the spud) – Stam prepares his 
opperdoeser ronde (7) for you:  served 
peeled with a little butter. End the day 

cHILL OUT 
Feel like a good meal with no fuss? Then you have to  
try Restaurant d’Artiest in medemblik. Relax and enjoy  
beautifully prepared plates and delicious dishes here. For 
over twenty years cooking of a high standard has been done 
here with enduring devotion and enthusiasm. In addition, 
you are right by the harbour with a view of the water. Highly 
recommended!  
Restaurant d’Artiest / Achtereiland12a, Medemblik / 0227-548080  
www.deartiest.nl

Tasty low
country

Everything grows and flourishes on the fertile clay of the 
polders in ‘the Heart’. And without exception it’s all top quality. 

Delicious food and drink is of paramount importance to North 
Hollanders. And fortunately, visitors can benefit from this. For 
example, by touring for a day to discover all the local goodies.

MEAL WITH BALLS 
At Dune park Paasdal you can play 
midget golf in the dunes, rent 
a bike and then enjoy a good 
meal afterwards.  
Dune park Paasdal / Hogeweg 

14, Wijk aan Zee / 06-14378873 / 
www.duinparkpaasdal.nl

in Wognum with a cool 
glass of Secco from the 
Saalhof vineyard, better known as ‘The 
wonder of West Friesland’. Once you’re 
in the mood you can go for an evening 
meal in restaurant Saalig, where they 
mainly cook all the local good produce. 
And if you’ve had one glorious glass 
too many, then just stay here. There’s 
a B & B right in the middle of the 
vineyard. A pleasant conclusion to this 
culinary day out…

Don’t feel like touring?

If you don’t feel like checking out all 
the locations (or don’t have time) but 
you still want to taste the best of what 
this beautiful countryside has to offer, 
then visit one of the excellent >> 

ENGLISH ROOTS
At restaurant Creighton’s you can lunch, dine, high tea, have a cup of coffee 
or tea or just have a drink. This tasteful, English style restaurant is open from 
midday. Creighton’s has a spacious terrace overlooking the dunes and a garden 
where children can play. You recognise the English influence in the perfectly 
prepared and served high tea which includes, bits size sandwiches, scones, 
quiche and various petit fours. In addition, Creighton’s works mainly with 
seasonal and local produce and almost everything on the menu is homemade. 
Attention is also paid to the right wine-spice combination.    
creighton’s Food and Drink / Herenweg 109, Egmond aan den Hoef / 072-5070009  
www.creightons.nl  
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TANTALISING GOLF
You can golf there, but you can also enjoy a delicious meal 
there, as well. So delicious that many people who have no 
golf aspirations find their way to restaurant ’t Sluisje on the 
Sluispolder golf course. From fresh lobster in the summer 
to stew in the winter and an exceptional wine list too: that’s 
what attracts people. This gem is situated between Bergen 
and Alkmaar, and what’s more it has a gorgeous terrace over-
looking the vast green courses. Golf is fun, but this makes 
watching golf perhaps even more fun.       
Golf course Sluispolder / Sluispolderweg 7, Alkmaar 
072-5111555 / www.sluispolder.nl 

BAGELS &… MORE
Across from the Grote Kerk in Alkmaar kun you can eat 
richly filled bagels at Bagels & Beans. A cosy lunchroom 
where there’s plenty for vegetarians too. In addition, you 
drink freshly made juices here, organic teas and coffee 
from the best Panama beans. And the desserts are hea-
venly! Cheesecake, date cake or carrot cake. Or maybe 
you want it all during an extensive high tea with sweet 
and savoury. mmmmmm…  
Bagels & Beans / Koorstraat 29, Alkmaar / 072-5209728 
www.bagelsbeans.nl

i pretty much grew up on the Beverwijk Bazaar.

Where
“My stand is in the Eastern Market, unit 324 

– 12. I have four shutters and sell herbs and 

spices, oil and olives, but bags and lamps too. I 

import from Morocco. But I also get a lot from 

Asia and the Middle East.”

Why
“I pretty much grew up on the Beverwijk 

Bazaar. I tried a lot of different things in the 

last 32 years, but always come back here. It’s 

like family. The Eastern Market in particular is 

so cosy. Everyone helps each other. I still get 

advice from colleagues.”

Praise 
“Obviously the Bazaar is very nice, but I also 

think it’s good to get away from the crowds 

now and then. I do that at Fort Marken Binnen. 

During the week I work for the Fire Brigade 

there. At lunchtime, I often climb up to the roof 

of the fort. There, the seasons pass me by and I 

am one with the birds and bees. And the view is 

magnificent.”

Secret tip
“If you’re someone who loves good food, then 

you absolutely must come to the Bazaar. We 

are only open at the weekend, so everything is 

really fresh. There are a couple of good butchers 

and greengrocers here. And much of it is really 

cheap. visit my unit and I’ll show you the way.”  

www.debazaar.nl

Local Heroes

When he was nine, Brahim Elmer-
nikh (46) moved with his parents 
from Marrakech to Alkmaar. 
North Holland has become his 
home. Just like the Beverwijk 
Bazaar. “I have been here for 32 
years, first with my father and 
now with my own children.“

AUTHENTIc
The Tritonbar is a house-

hold name in medemblik. For 
over 38 years the locals come 

here to play cards, billiards or just 
to have a chat at the bar. Nice and 

authentic.   
Walesteeg 2, Medemblik

0227- 543399  
www.tritonbar.nl

restaurants that North Holland is proud 
of.  At many of the kitchens they work 
with local produce. Why buy from afar 
when there’s so much delicious food on 
your doorstep?  The people who under-
stand that best are the chefs at restau-
rant Stroming (9) in Heerhugowaard. 
They always try to get the best out of 
what the season has to offer by way of 
organic and local produce. Furthermore, 
‘know what you’re eating’ is their motto 
and so the origins of what goes into the 
pan are first thoroughly checked. Luckily, 
they don’t have to travel far for that.

In the kitchen of portofino (10) ) in Alk-
maar items are flown in occasionally from 
Italy. Ultimately the clients come here to 
enjoy the exotic flavours of the Italian 
kitchen. Fausto and Giorgio really pamper 
their guests. With delicious food, but 

also with their irresistible Italian charms. 
Another kitchen in Alkmaar 
where local and international is com-
bined to your heart’s content is  abby’s 
(11) again in Alkmaar. A multifaceted 
menu with dishes from all corners of the 
world to satisfy all tastes. If you don’t 
feel like anything too complicated, then 
grab a tasty, trendy snack at mojo’s (12) 
on the Houttil in Alkmaar. But even here, 
where the menu is filled with fashionable 
fusion fingerfood, they cannot forget 
the Beemster cheese and Opperdoezer 
Rondes. <<

1.  www.vdbergbanket.nl 
2.  www.smal.keurslager.nl
3.  www.broodbakken.nl
4.  www.hetkeetje.nl
5.  www.schapenstreek.nl 
6.  www.zalmrokerijsmoking.nl

7.  www.opperdoezerrondetoko.nl
8.  www.wijngaardsaalhof.nl
9.  www.restaurantstroming.nl 
10.  www.portofinoalkmaar.nl
11. www.restaurantabbys.nl
12. www.mojosalkmaar.nl



cheese head city alkmaar  
With 25,000 visitors, Cheese Head City has grown into one of 
the largest events in Alkmaar. Every year a glorious period in 
Alkmaar’s history is brought to life, namely the one just after 
Alkmaars Ontzet (resistance) in 1573. Part of the city is given 
a mediaeval appearance. And the Alkmaarders dress up as 
street sweeper, beggar, town drunk, goose keeper, washer-
woman, quack or fishwife.
lAST WEEKEND IN JuNE

www.kaeskoppenstad.nl

gondola parade koedijk 
This theatre spectacle on the North Holland canal near Koedi-
jk is celebrating something extra in 2013. It is the fiftieth time 
that a parade of boats turned into theatre stages will sail 
over the North Holland canal. As the sun slowly sinks behind 
the horizon, people look for a place at the water’s edge, often 
with picnic baskets and cushions. 
THIRD SATuRDAY IN AuGuST (FROm 21.00 HRS)

www.gondelvaartkoedijk.nl

city festivals hoorn
During the fourth weekend of June the Hoorn 
city centre is filled with music, dance, theatre 
and other forms of culture. With an exciting, 
surprisingly varied programme the City Fes-
tivals in Hoorn are some of the largest freely 
accessible events in West Friesland. From folk 

to pop, from line dance to disco: you can see 
and do it all!
FOuRTH WEEKEND IN JuNE

www.hoornsestadsfeesten.nl

Delta lloyd
regatta 
medemblik
For 25 years, Medemblik 
has hosted the Delta Lloyd 
Regatta. A big event for 
competitive sailors but also 
for visitors, because besides 
races there’s lots to do in 
the city. 
20 TO 24 mAY 2014

www.deltalloydregatta.nl

6 Days of art  
heiloo
Art, music, poetry and 
theatre: during the 6 Days of 
Art there’s plenty to see and 
hear in Heiloo. During the 
sidewalk chalk festival every-
one has a chance to show 
his artistic side and at the 
weekend there’s an art fair.
25 TO 30 JuNE 2013 AND 24 

TO 29 JuNE 2014

www.kunst6daagseheiloo.nl

West Friesian 
garden Fair 
midwoud
During Pentecost weekend 
the country estate De Knap 
in Midwoud is dedicated 
to outdoor living, interior 
design, cooking, art, music, 
theatre and leisure. On 
four hectares of land the 
stall holders display their 
products against a fantastic 
backdrop.
THREE DAYS OF THE 

PENTECOST WEEKEND

www.westfriesetuinfair.nl

Hoeverdorpsfeest  
Egmond aan den Hoef
WEEKEND BEGIN JUNE

www.hoeverdorpsfeest.nl

Fishery day  
Egmond aan Zee
SATURDAY MID JUNE

Hargen aan Sail
Music and sport  
FIRST WEEKEND IN JULY 

www.hargenaansail.nl

Treasure hunt on climbing 
dune at Schoorl  
WEDNESDAYS FROM 19.30 HRS 

FROM JULY TO BEGINNING OF 

AUGUST

Light night Bergen  
Lights out, candles on! 
FIRST WEDNESDAY IN AUGUST 

Jazz & Sail Bergen aan Zee
Music and sailing competi-
tions.
FIRST WEEKEND IN  

SEPTEMBER 

www.jazzandsailbergen.nl

10 days of art in Bergen  
Ten days to visit plenty of 
exhibitions. 
END OF OcTOBER

www.dekunst10daagse.nl

Castricum, 
Limmen & 
Akersloot
Flower days Limmen
Gardens full of hyacinth 
works of art. 
END APRIL BEGIN MAY

www.bloemendagenlimmen.nl 
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Alkmaar
Fashion Days
Shop till you drop, fashion 
shows and much more. 
FIRST WEEKEND IN APRIL

www.alkmaarfashiondays.nl

Indian Summer
Big pop, rock and 
dance festival on the lake 
Geestmerambacht. 
MID JUNE IN THE WEEKEND 

www.indiansummerfestival.nl

Summer on the square
Performances for young and 
old on the canadaplein. 
WEEKENDS FROM MID JUNE TO 

MID AUGUST 

www.zomerophetplein.nl

Music in the Hout 
SUNDAYS JUNE TO SEPTEMBER  

www.cultuurparkdehout.nl

Lindegracht concerts  
classical music along the 
canal.
THREE TUESDAYS IN JULY AND 

AUGUST 

www.lindegrachtconcert.nl

Culinary Plaza 
Eat for charity.
SEcOND WEEKEND SEPTEMBER 

www.alkmaarculinairplaza.nl

Alkmaars Ontzet 
city festival and parade. 
8 OcTOBER

www.8october.nl

Tattoo Waagplein 
Drumbands on Waagplein.
THIRD SATURDAY IN SEPTEMBER

www.taptoe-alkmaar.nl

Bergen,  
Egmond & 
Schoorl
Half Marathon  
Egmond aan Zee
SUNDAY MID JANUARY 

www.pwnegmondhalvemara-

thon.nl

Egmond Pier Egmond 
Mountain bike race.
SATURDAY MID JANUARY

www.aguegmondpieregmond.nl

The entrepreneurial spirit that has prevailed in this 
flat country for many years, is seen in the strong 
urge to organize. Below a list of some of the annual 
activities.

Do!

For all other events or the exact dates check 
www.vvvhartvannoordholland  
or this QR code.
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Funfair hoorn
Every year the second largest funfair in Holland comes to 
Hoorn. More than 75 attractions, fireworks and a great atmos-
phere and you can swirl and swing to your heart’s content. 
Traditionally, the funfair always ends with the Lappenmarkt 
(fabric day).
AuGuST (lAPPENmARKT THIRD mONDAY IN AuGuST)

www.kermis-hoorn.nl

museum night  
De rijp
Each year in October the 
beautiful village of De Rijp 
becomes a cultural podium 
for one night. During the 
museum night you can expe-
rience a varied programme 
at special locations. Plays, 
musical performances and 
workshops take place in the 
church, the museum and in 
the open air.
ON SATuRDAY mID OCTOBER

www.museumnachtfestival.nl

West Friesian 
Water Weeks
The West Friesian Water 
Weeks have been organized 
successfully for many years 
in large and small locations 
on the IJsselmeer. Take a 
look at the many varied 
activities: boating trips, 
markets, concerts and thea-
tre by and on the water. 
JulY AND AuGuST

www.westfriesewaterwe-

ken.nl

all together… 

Group excursions can quickly turn into lazy get togethers without a beginning or end unless they  
are properly organized. That’s too bad, because when you visit a city or area you might just miss 
an opportunity to see so much beauty. Luckily, there are enough enthusiasts in the Heart of North 
Holland who love to guide large groups through small streets. Success guaranteed!!

points of interest as you pass by. 
price 59 euro p.p. (incl. guide, 3 course meal, 3 drinks and coffee/

tea) / Duration 4.5 hrs / From 10 personen / Book groepen@

vvvweb.nl / Where Alkmaar, Hoorn, Bergen and Egmond aan Zee

Guided City or Village Tours
The VVV Heart of North Holland has a capable, well informed 
team of guides at its disposal who enthusiastically tell all 
sorts of stories about the history of this region. The guides are 
happy to take you to all manner of extraordinary location in 
Alkmaar, Bergen and Hoorn.
price 72.50 euro (from 10 to 20 persons)* / Duration 1.5 hrs /  

Book groepen@vvvweb.nl. 

* Are there less than ten of you but you still want to take the 
walk? Buy the described walks of Alkmaar, Hoorn, Bergen, 
Egmond aan Zee and Schoorl at the VVV.

Also Fun!
> Open air painting in Bergen
> Literary rambles in Alkmaar and Bergen
> Rent a scooter at Scoot4fun
>  Group games like Who is the Mole, living Monopoly, dune golf, 

GPS tour in Alkmaar, Hoorn, Bergen, Egmond or Schoorl

Excited? See for more info www.opstapmeteengroep.nl

Murder trail 1: The Mystery of Red Til
With this blood curdling walk you kill two birds with one stone. 
You don’t just walk past the historical highlights of Alkmaar, 
under the rousing supervision of a ‘servant of the law’ you also 
attempt to solve the murder of Red Til. This lady of ill repute 
was found dead on a bitterly cold evening in February, 1751. 
And she wasn’t the only one that year … How did she meet 
her end? During the interactive walk you look for the answer 
together. Brrrrr…..
price 16 euro p.p. (incl. food and drink) / Duration 3 hrs / From  

10 persons / Book groepen@vvvweb.nl

Murder trail 2: the Mystery of van Rare Jan
Visitors to Hoorn can dive into the murder of Jan Linsen. An 
odd ball whose brutal murder in 1635 had all of Hoorn in its 
grasp. Your guide is either the town crier or the bailiff’s maid. 
You help them to clear up this awful murder. An interactive 
ramble that takes you back in time. 
price 16 euro p.p. (incl. food and drink) / Duration 3 hrs/ From  

10 personen / Book groepen@vvvweb.nl

Culinary trail: Bites and Strides
Eat a little, walk a little: This delightful combination is the basis 
for a group excursion. A four course meal is served in stages 
at four different restaurants.  On the way to the next platter 
your guide will give you all sorts of information about the 

Rock&Rollfestival  
Akersloot 
Solex competitions, night 
market and rock&roll.
LAST WEEKEND AUGUST

Castricum Culinair 
Three days of culinary delight 
on the best terrace in North 
Holland: the square on the 
Van Oldebarneveldtweg in 
Bakkum. 
WEEKEND END OF AUGUST

www.castricumculinair.nl

Hoorn
4 day cycle tour
cycle across the beautiful 
West Friesian landscape 
EARLY MAY

www.fiets4daagsehoorn.nl

City festivals
Song, dance and other types 
of culture in the centre of 
Hoorn.
FOURTH WEEKEND IN JUNE 
www.hoornsestadsfeesten.nl

Play day
children’s games in Hoorn.
SUNDAY IN MID SEPTEMBER

www.speeldag.nl

Medemblik
Medemblik Nautical
Festive end to the Delta Lloyd 
Regatta. 
SATURDAY END OF MAY

www.medembliknautiek.nl

Choir festival
All Dutch choirs gather! 
THIRD SUNDAY IN JUNE

Old-timer day  
Old cars on display. 
FIRST SUNDAY IN AUGUST

Dickens Day and Christmas 
fair  
Song and dance Dickens 
style
FRIDAY MID DEcEMBER

www.dickensdag.com 

Leeghwater 
Land 
Leegwater days
Businesses open their doors 
to visitors
FIRST SUNDAY OF THE MONTH 

FROM APRIL TO SEPTEMBER

www.leeghwaterdag.nl 

Mud marathon  
Schermerhorn
Dredging spectacle where 
participants run and swim in 
mud ditches.
SUNDAY MID JULY  

www.prutmarathon.nl

Midwinter festival  
Graft De Rijp 
Graft De Rijp is transformed 
into a historical village from 
the Dickens era. There’s song 
and dance and a christmas 
fair.
WEEKEND MID DEcEMBER 

www.midwinterfeest- 

graftderijp.nl 

Wijk aan Zee
Zee van Staal
Impressive statue exhibition 
in the dunes near Wijk aan 
Zee.
GUIDED TOURS ON SUNDAY 

FROM MAY TO AUGUST AT 14 

HRS 

www.eenzeevanstaal.nl
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LAST MINUTE
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NAAR

Molengroet 1 
1723 PX  Noord-Scharwoude

Telephone + 31(0)226 - 393 444 • The Netherlands
molengroet@droomparken.nl • www.droomparkmolengroet.nl

HOLLAND 
AT ITS MOST 
BEAUTIFUL

In the warm heart of 
North Holland, nestled in the 

magni� cent water recreation area of 
Geestmerambacht, lies the DroomPark 

Molengroet chalet park and 
4-star campsite. Revitalise yourself 
amid the peace and tranquillity of 

DroomPark Molengroet. 

Molengroet

Geestmerambacht, lies the DroomPark Geestmerambacht, lies the DroomPark 

Our park is situated next to a beautiful forest, on the edge of 
the dunes and only 5 minutes walk from the shopping centre 
of Schoorl. The beautiful wide sandy beach of Schoorl is easily 
accessible with a nice walk or cycle through the dunes. The 
bungalows are equipped with every comfort and fitted for 4, 6, 
10 and 12 people.

The place for summer and winTer recreaTion 

our park has: 

• playground attributes

• laundromat

•  internet with your own 
laptop

• Bicycle rental

for tents and caravans
• heated sanitary facilities
• hot showers

during the summer 
months
 • restaurant / bar
• amusement games

pets allowed

Bungalowpark Jamarco 
Gebr. Zander, Voorweg 47, 1871 cl schoorl, 

Tel. 072 - 509 1492,  fax 072 - 509 4073, 
info@jamarco.nl, www.jamarco.nl

oosterdijk 1, Medemblik
tel: 0227-542345 / info@bungalowparkzuiderzee.nl

www.bungalowparkzuiderzee.nl

Every bungalow has its own jetty and is 
open to boating and fishing waters

subtropical swiMMing pool
Tennis CourTs • À la CarTe resTauranT 

BiCyCle • BoaT Hire

De Bazaar Zijlstra Tweewielers

De Batavier

Holle Bolle Boom

Bowlingcentrum Medemblik 

Speurtocht ‘De Alkmaar code’

De Schrijverij 

10% 
diScount

on parts and 
accessories

Second 
adventure

free
for up to 

2 children

second person
free

entrance

july & aug 2013
€ 4.50

diScount
for one hour of 

bowling

half 
price

€ 2.95 
diScount

second 
magazine
half 

price*

50 cent 
diScount

on the 
entrance fee

Fietskaart Den Helder-Amsterdam

✄

✄



We are happy to welcome you to our two spacious 
group accommodations right in the centre of Schoorl!  

DE STOLP (max. 30 persons)
14 bedrooms

DE HOFSTEDE (max. 20 persons)
11 bedrooms 
volledig rolstoeltoegankelijk. 

Cor and Martha Dekker
Heereweg 128
Schoorl
Tel. 072-5094117
www.rebosch.nl 

In our stylish family hotel, near the woods and the centre of 
Bergen, hospitality and enjoyment have been a top priority for 100 
years. Come and enjoy yourself in one of our rooms with shower, 
toilet and television.  Wake up to the breakfast buffet where many 
Eco certified products are used and have a cup of fair-trade coffee 
or tea. Are you going to the beach, or to shop in Alkmaar? Later, 
you can read a book on the sunny patio and end the day with a 
delicious drink on our terrace. We look forward to welcoming 

you as a guest.

Hotel Boschlust, Kruisweg 60, 072-5812060, www.boschlustbergen.nl

Hotel Boschlust
Staying in the Green 

•   Ideal for: Family, friends, 
businesses, institutions, the 
disabled

•   Our packages are on the 
basis of half board. In 
the morning and evening 
you can enjoy a delicious 
buffet. 

•   We also cater for meet-
    ings/conferences.
•  The accommodations  
   are completely separate
   from each other. 
•  Each has a secluded 
   garden with patio and 
   play attributes.

For both locations, these are 
exclusively at the disposal of 
your group!

Treasure Hunt
‘The Alkmaar code’
This treasure hunt is for children 
from 5 to 105 and is also a fun 
way to become familiar with the 
city. Learn all about the heroes of 
Alkmaar and discover how Alkmaar 
used to look. But most important: 
break the Alkmaar Code! 
Only available from: 
VVV Alkmaar / Waagplein 2, Alkmaar / 
072-5114284 / www.vvvalkmaar.nl

The Batavier
The Batavier is a playground for 
young and old. Some of its amenities 
include midget golf, trampoline, boa-
ting lake, and more. Come and play 
outside! Or let yourself be torpedoed 
in the Splash or go head over heels 
in the Luna Loop!
The Batavier
Bergerweg 100, Alkmaar / 072-5114816 
www.debatavier.nl

The Bazaar
The Bazaar in Beverwijk is the big-
gest and best indoor market in the 
Netherlands. You can find affordable 
clothes, curiosities, toys and jewelry 
here, among other things. Open eve-
ry weekend from  8.30 hrs to 18 hrs. 
Also on holidays. Children under 12, 
free entry!

The Holle Bolle Boom
A visit to the Holle Bolle Boom is 
never a mistake, because you can al-
ways play here! There are three ex-
periences: Playing indoors, jumping 
into the indoor water world and/or 
playing outside and discovery.
The Holle Bolle Boom 
Bongerdlaan 3, Tuitjenhorn  
0226-390620  
www.hollebolleboom.nl

Bowling centre 
Medemblik
Bowling centre Medemblik has eight 
bowling alleys and caters to groups 
of between 10 and 100 persons. We 
provide cold/warm buffet, dinner, 
gourmet, stone grill, joy cook, spider 
pan, fondue or  extensive bread plat-
ters to suit your wishes.
Bowling and Party centre medemblik / 
Zeldenrust 1, medemblik / 0227-542386  
www.bowlingenpartycentrummedemblik.

Zijlstra bicycles
Cycle store Zijlstra Tweewielers sells 
bicycles from Gazelle, Giant and 
Cortina. There are also electric bi-
kes in stock and various spare parts 
and accessories. Repairs: bring it 
in the morning and in the evening 
you’ll be cycling again. You can also 
borrow a bike.
Zijlstra Bicycles 
mient 53, Castricum / 0251-652658 
www.szijlstratweewielers.nl

The Schrijverij
The Schrijverij in Heiloo is a modern 
book and office supplies store where 
service and expertise are para-
mount. Besides books, you can find 
magazines, (foreign) newspapers, 
greeting cards, walking maps and 
nice (Dutch) souvenirs.
The Schrijverij / Heerenweg 199  
& Hoekstuk 4, Heiloo / 072-5334955
www.deschrijverijheiloo.nl

cycle trail
Den Helder-Amsterdam
The cycle trail Den Helder-Amster-
dam is the most popular cycle tour 
in the Heart of North Holland. The 
scale is 1:50,000 and the map inclu-
des junction points. 
Only available from: 
VVV Alkmaar, Waagplein 2 
VVV Bergen, Plein 1 
VVV Egmond aan Zee, Voorstraat 82a  
VVV Hoorn, Veemarkt 44

Discount:  Hand in 
this voucher second 
adventure free for up to 
two children (under 18 
years). The voucher is 
not valid in combination 
with other offers and not 
redeemable for cash.

Discount: Tecond person 
free (code: HVNH1314 
valid until 31-12-2014.. 
The voucher cannot be 
exchanged for cash and 
copies are not accep-
table) 

Discount: don’t pay 
€ 2.50 but € 1.25! 
Valid till December 2014

Discount: when you 
buy a magazine get the 
second for half price. 
Half price applies to 
the cheapest magazine 
in exchange for this 
voucher.

Discount: ten percent 
discount on parts and 
accessories

Discount: In July and 
August 2013 no € 19.50, 
but €15 for an hour of 
bowling 

Discount: € 2,95 korting 
op de fietskaart Den 
Helder-Amsterdam. 
Geldig t/m december 
2014

Discount: Fifty cent 
discount on the en-
trance fee to the park. 
(Maximum of 6 people 
per voucher)

This is a publication of VVV Heart of North 

Holland for visitors to this beautiful area. 

The magazine is distributed through VVV 

shops, tourist agencies, tourist information 

points and several accommodations.
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1.  Museum Nieuw Kranenburgh

2.  Museum Het Sterkenhuis

3.  Museum Auto Union

4.  Nature Info Centre De Uilenvanger

5.  Film house De Zwarte Schuur

6.  Indoor swimming pool

7.  Police

8.  Bike rental

9.  Supermarket

10.  Nature centre Parnassia

11.  Sea aquarium

12.  Zilte Zoen internet and VVV info spot

Bergen aan zee

Alkmaar

Bergen

12

9

1

2

7

3

5

10

11

4

8

6

13

4

2

31

5

7

8

9

8

8

6

10

11

12

1.  Cheese market

2.  Holland Cheese Museum

3.  National Beer museum de Boom 

4.  City Museum Alkmaar

5.  Beatles museum

6.  OpArt Museum

7  Cruise

8.  Big church of Saint Laurens

9.  Synagogue

10.  Theatre The Vest

11.  Free secure bicycle parking

12.  Harbour office

13.  Police

14.  Hospital
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Medemblik

Hoorn
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1.  Steam engine museum

2.  Bakery museum

3.  Castle Radboud

4.  Harbour office 

5.  Regatta centre

6.  Police

 

1.  Museum Steam tram

2.  Westfries Museum

3.  Museum of the 20th century

4.  Poster museum

5.  Toy museum

6.  Centre Heritage Afloat

7.  Camper spots 

8.  Theatre Het Park

9.  Film house Cinema Oostereiland

10.  Bicycle parking

11.  Harbour office

12.  Hospital
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Egmond Binnen

Egmond a
an

 d
en

 H
oe

f

Egmond aan Zee Schoorl
1.  Museum of Egmond

2.  Lighthouse Jan van Speijck

3.  Supermarket

4.  Zilte zoen: internet and  VVV Info spot

5.  Lock ruins

6.  Saint Adelbertus abbey

7.  Candle maker

1.  Visitor’s centre Schoorlse Duinen

2.  Dune stables Poelenburgh & start MTB route

3.  Climbing dune

4.  Zilte Zoen: internet and VVV info spot

5.  Bicycle rental 

6.  Supermarket
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castricum

1.    Visitors centre  

De Hoep

2.    Garden of Captain 

Rommel

3.   Cinema

4.   Bicycle parking

5.   Police

6.    Gusto VVV agency

7.   Bicycle rental
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The only  Gentleman’s 
Club in Alkmaar.
Discrete, stylish, 
innovative and with an 
excellent reputation.
 
Open seven days a 
week from 20.00 - 
04.00 hrs.
 

Club Elite

www.clubelite.nl

Club Elite
Bergerweg 26
Alkmaar (outskirts of  
Centre, near station)
Tel. 072 - 511 26 69 / 
06 - 55 80 03 70



The Bazaar in Beverwijk is Holland’s nicest and largest indoor market! 
It is open every weekend from 08:30 am to 6:00 pm. 

The Bazaar is an experience, a surprising combination of luck and fun. It bubbles and fascinates. Whether you 
are here for the fi rst time, or are a regular visitor: The Bazaar guarantees a special day out and great bargains.

Whether you’re looking for affordable clothing, curios, 
bargains in the fi eld of beauty, jewelry or toys; 

The Bazaar has been providing people with amusement since 1980. 

www.debazaar.nl

Opening hours Saterday, Sunday and public holidays from 08.30 am to 06.00 pm. Entrance €2,30, children up to 12 years have free entry. Parking fee €3,- per day.
Dogs are not allowed, with exeption of guide dogs for the blind and assistance dogs.

Every 
weekend

open!

Come and experience 
the unique atmosphere!
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